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o the Gentlemen, Mitiſters and others, to 


1 whom the ſubſtance of the following diſcourſe 


was deliver'd, and who were pleaſed to honour it, 
and it's unyorthy author, by deſiring it's publica- 
tion; with as few alterations as,cou'd well be avoid- 
ed without a more retentive memory; with'a ſincere 
defire that it may anſwer the ends, for which, he 
doubts not, they deſired him to offer it to the world 
in print; ſenſible of his bein ng in many reſpects un- 
qualified for ſuch a wotk, an 

work itſelf muſt, in many things, be defective; yet, 
deſirous to teſtify his 3 to them, for fivenrs 
with which :44 have fi ly indulged him and 
his brethren, among who * 

to uſe any means by which he may glority the name 
of that glorious being, whom he humbly ventures 
to call their God and his God; ; it is now 0 
and dedicated by 


Their humble ſervant, | : 
— and very affectionate brother, 
DAN TAYLOR, 
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3 | HEN, the vaſt importance of the ſubject 
| at which we are, on this occaſiog, call'd 
to treat, is duly, conſider d, I own it may 
be matter of juſt wonder and amazement 
255 | to many of you, how a Perſon of my 

years and ſtanding in religion, can indulge the va- 
k | nity, to think himſelf equal to the taſk, or the aſ- 
11 ſiurance, to attempt the work. I Hase juſt to obſerve, 

N that [ am far from thinking myſelf equal to the taſk, 
; 3 If i'm not deceiv'd'by my own heart, I'm in ſome 

meaſure ſenſible how unable I am to ſpeak as I ought 

concerning the cmmon affairs and duties of chriſtia- 

nity ; and how much more ſo, of the great, the ex- 

"9p ceeding great and difficult work of the, miniſtry ! 

** However, as I am call'd to the work, and as it will 

be expected that I ſay ſomething, I would 2 
Wi 
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(5) 


with that ſimplicity and pprightriefs mind, which 
I think ſuch a work demands, to offer to my young 
brethren in the miniſtey, a few — and 
words of advice; deſiriag thoſe" among you, my 
honour d friends, who are more advanced in age and 


wiſdom, rather to ſit by and obſerve what will be 


ſaid to them, than expect that any remarks I/ can 

make, or advices I can give, will be any way, WY 
to you, What will be ſaid, with this view, ſhall 
be founded upon Luke xii, 42, Who then is that 


faithful and wiſe Reward, whom his Lord ſhall make 
ruler over his —_— to zien their portion 


of meat in due ſeaſon 
I would ſpend no time, by way of intradu&ion, 
but to obſerve, that I ſuppoſe, all will allow, our 
Lord hath here an eye to the miniſtry of t oſpet : 
That by the Sou/hold, he means his viſible . — 
by the Heard or ruler, an elder or paſtor ; "by 
giving them their "meat in due feaſon, the a mini- 

ration of the word or ofdinances, Private Arie, 
admonition, exhortation, &c | 

The, text, view'd-in this light, ſeems to of * 

things to our confilerntion.: 


1. The Mar ger of a ener, a rward 
+1 and nuler ps 0 f 
II. 'By whom he is apgginted to he moch; bs Lord. 


III. His work or employment; to rule over them, 


and to give them their portion of meat in due 


ſeaſon. 


4 


IV.-The qualifications RENO in him; viſta ond 
4 , kdelity, The firſt three of theſe heads, I. ſnall 
endeavour to paſs over briefly, as F would be a 


18, The 


little mare large on the fourth, 


(6) 


Iſt. The character of a goſpel miniſter; a feward 
and ruler over God's houfhold Here obſerve, 

iſt, A goſpel church is compar'd to an houſhold. 
Jp propriety of this metaphor might be illuſtrat- 
ed in many particulars; but I mult only hint at 

the following. - ſt, As a houſhold, they all prof 

and own one father, God, —one Lord and laygiver, 
— Jeſus Chriſt. (a) — d, They all ſit at one table, and 
feed on the ſame food. Thus is true, whether ap- 
plied to the corporeal food, the ſacred elements, at 
the Lord's table (5) or to the ſpiritual food, upon 


which all who are Chriſtians indeed do feed by living 
faith. (e) 3d, I hey all groteſs to regard one direQory, | 


as the rule of all their actions and proceedings, viz. 


the word of God. (4) 4th, As in a houſhold, ſo in a 


church, there are perſons of various ages, capacities, 
conſtitutions, tempers, diſpoſitions, .&c. 
as children, young men, and fathers, (e) Capacities ; 

ſome are more dull of hearing, 65 ) i. e. dull of appre- 
benſion, as well as dilatory and negligent in attend - 
ing; and hence ſcarcely ever arrive to any great de- 
gree of knowledge in the things of God; but re- 
main children in underſtanding, (g] all their days. 
Others are bleſt with more capaciovs s; they 
readily receive; long retain, and well improve the 
inſti uctions given them; ſo that, ſoon, in r pa 
ing, they are men. Conſtitutions; one weak (5) and 
can bear little; a ſmall matter lays upon his mind 
an almoſt intolerable burden; while another, have 


ing arrived at more extenſive views, and more clear 


apprehenſions, and, perhaps having more experi- 
4 | | - YE oa 
(a) Eph. iv. 5,6, (5) 1 Cor. x. 17. (c) Jobn vi. 48—59. 
4) Matt. xxviit, 19, 20. (e) 1 John ii. 13, 14. 
(/) Heb. v. 2. (g) 1 Cor. xiv. 20. (5) See Rom, xiv, 
throughout. 


Ages, | 


2 


ence, of divine things, and longer acquaintance with 
his own heart his enemies his duty, and his God, 
he is therefore ſtrong in the grace which it in Chriſt 
Feſus. * — Tempers; ſome more unruly, turbulent 
and paſſionate ; others, much more like their ami- 
able pattern, the bleſſed Redeemer, are more meek, 
humble and teachable There is much of this dif- 
ference obſervable in the natural diſpofitions of men, 
perhaps from ſome cauſe in the animal conſtitution; 
but ſome alſo have grown in grace, and been en- 
abled to morti/y their members which are upon the 
earth, | more than others, I would only take time d A 
here, to make one remark, viz, a | 

As profeſſors in general ought to conſider ho 
naturally many of their duties, and their obligati- 
ons to practiſe them, ariſe from the profeſſion they 
make, and the character they bear, as members of 
God's houſhold ? ſo miniſters Thovld well confider 
the different ages, circumſtances,- capacities, &c, of 
thoſe among whom they labour, and endeavour to 
apply to, and behave among them accordingly, This - 
leads to a | . 
2d remark, A miniſter, who is placed over this 
houſhold, bears the character of a ſteward, and a a 
ruler, The work of a ſteward conſiſis of many 
parts; but that our text calls us to ſpeak of at pre- 
ſent, is feeding, or giving food to the houſhold; of” 
which, with, the term ruler, I would make an ob- 
ſervation or two, under the third general head, 
where we are to ſpeak of the miniſter's employment. 

II. By whom he is appointed or made ſteward and 
ruler ; his Lord. It is my deſign ( having much work 
Leere me ) here to wave what might obſerved 
Concerning the kingly office of our bleſſed — 


— 
* 


* 2 Tin. ü. 1. + Col. iu. 5. 


(8) 

and how he is the head and lawgiver of his church; 
and to make two obſervations. 

Obf. rſt. . The ſcriptures ſpeak of the miniſterial 
- office, and a perſon's taking that office upon him, 
being by the appointment, will, or commandment 
of both Father, Son, and Holy Get.“ 

Obſ. zd. The bleſſed God has been pleaſed to 
ſhew us in his bleſſed word, how we ought to act, in 
this and every other part of our conduct; from which 
we may not take away, or be allow'd at all to de- 
viate, and to which we may not add, in any con- 
cern, for any reaſon, or under any pretence what - 
ſoever. F Hence I think it very certain, that the 
Lord doth not appoint any to this work and charge, 
in any way contrary to that preſcribed in the ſrrip- 
tures of truth. I would give my thoughts ef this 
away or method, a little more diſtinctly in the follow- 
ing remarks. 

iſt, It ſeems agreeable to the nature of things 
and the word of God} to ſuppoſe that before the 
Lord, in his providence, by his church, calls a per- 
ſon' to this office, he will give them a love to, and 
deſire after, the work: for otherwiſe, we ſhall hardly 
be prevail'd with to enter upon it; nor ſhall we, with 
a due degree of courage and zeal, gothro' the duties 
Gf it, or the difficulties which attend it. But then 
a deſire to the work is by no means all that is neceſ- 
ſary to our acting as ſtewards and rulers in God's 
honſe, Becauſe, ; w== 2 

1ſt, This deſire ay be raiſed by, or founded up- 
on wrong apprehenſions, 1ſt, Of the natufe of the 
werk; many are too apt to lock at the work of the 

n miniſtry, 

Compare Acts xii. 2. Ads xx. 28, Cal. i. 1. 

x Tim. i. 1. + Compare 2 Tim. iin 15, 46, 17. 

Rev. xxil, 18, 19. 1 1 Tim. iii. 1. 
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miniſtry with a carnal eye, as allowing perſons to 
live in pleaſure, and plenty, as the life of a gentle- 
man, gather than a-fervant ; altogether forgetting 
the many difficulties which thoſe who are miniſters 
indeed, have often to Jabour Under, and grapple * 
with, - the many — circumſtances oft attend - 
ing them, unknown to other men, and even ty 520 
Riker chriſtians, — Theſe tryals, &c. ariſe froth the 
rage and ſubtilty of thggdevil, who is generally more 
enrag'd againſt, and labours more for the deſtrucs, 
tion, or if he can't accompliſh that, at the gillreſs, 
of true goſpel miniſters, than of any other perſons, 
hey ariſe too, from the malice of the world, 
who too oft herein take the devil's part, —from weak 
and falſe brethren, from the evil of their own 
hearts, for they, as well as others, find the fleſh 
luſting againſt the ſpirit. * And, to mention no 
more now, from the exceeding greatneſs, vaſt im- 
portance, and great events which depend upon, a 
right or wrong management of their work. All 
theſe things are too often overlooked by fuch as take 
up, and aim at the work, in order that they may 
hve at their eaſe; I deſire leave here to note, that 
tho' the work is difficult in itſelf, and render'd much 
more ſo, by the circumſtances now mention'd,,, yet 
it is a good work, T l mention this, that none of 
my dear young brethren may be diſcouraged by the 
views of it, or unwilling to engage in it: Rather, 
from a view of the honours conferr'd on thoſe, whom 
the Lord calls o it—the pleaſures peculiar to i 
which every one, whole mind is duly engaged, — 
who keeps up communion with God in it, enjoys, — 


the great and glorious ends anſwer d by it; let us 


ſtand and admire the grace of him who has call'd us 
* to 


N * Gab *. 11. 11 Tim. ii. 1. 


2 {864 


to it; and let us, with reſolution, courage, and 
ſacred pleaſure and delight, ſummon all the powers 
and faculties of our ſouls and bodies, to engage, to 
exert themſelves in it. ad, This defire may ariſe 
from a fond conceit and miſapprehenſion of our own 
abilities; a proud opinion, and approbation of our 


own talents, when perhaps, in this ſenſe, neither 
Chriſt nor his church approve of them. Perhaps 
is ſo agreeable to, and 


no fin has ſo much place i 
has ſo much power over, 
| monſter ride. * 
View this mother of abominations, in its odiqus 


len man, as the accurſed 


nature, and deſtrudlive conſequences, and we ſhall þ 


ſee ſufficient reaſon to fear, to deteſt, to oppoſe, and 


to labour to mortify, thro' the ſpirit,* every appear- 


ance of it, To thoſe, whoſe minds are ſpiritually 
enlighten'd, this vice muſt appear hateful in us as 
men, more ſo as profeſſors of cbriſtianity, and moſt 
of all as miniſters : and yet, (who can be ſo blind 
as not to ſee it? Who ſo ſtupid as not to lament it ?) 
How much havock does it make, almoſt. daily, in 
the world, and even in the church too! and per- 


haps by no methods more, than by exciting perſons 


to take upon them, and, having taken upon them, | 


by puffing up ,their minds with a vain conceit of 
themſelves in, the ſacred work of the miniſtry. To 


ſpeak to the point, *Tis my opinion, that as to our 


ability, and qualifications, for the miniſterial work, 
we ought to leave ourſelves intirely to the judge» 
ment of the wiſe and judicious, in the church of 
God; and that however ſtrong and earneſt our de- 
fires of the work may be, we ought to. proceed no 
further in it, than they give us encouragement, 
Thoſe to whom this concern ought to be * 

need. 


* Nom. viii. 13. 
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need not to be reminded by ne, that, leſt they bor - 
der too much upon enthuſiaſm, their determination 
oughg not to be, according to the ſtrength., ef a 
per ſon's deſire after, but his apparent qualifications. 
for, this ſacred and important work; nor need I add 
to theſe perſons, that tho' it be true, we can't be 

ſure what a perſon may be, or what imp 

he may make, yet, generally, it will be poſſible, per- 

haps eaſy to diſcover, whether there is a real founda- 

tion for ſuch improvement: nor need I, perhaps, 

ſuggeſt to them, that tho' miniſters thenh es, do 

ſame of them, in gifts and abilities, far exceed 

others; yet it ſeems evident that every one called to 

this ſacred employment, ſhould be poſſeſt of ſome 

endowment., ſuperior to what are in common chriſ- 

tians, * It muſt be allow'd indeed, and, I think- 
can't be denied, that when a perſon, in ſome mea- 

ſure ſenſible of the difficulties attending this work, 

whoſe abilities are approv'd by thoſe in the church, 

who are capable of judging, with no other view 

than to the glory of God, and the ſalvation of pre- 

cious ſouls, deſires to ſpend and be ſpent in it, this 

deſire is one of thoſe good gifts which come from 

above, F Yet I think it needful to obſerve, —3dly, 

That tho' this deſire, and theſe abiffties, with theſe 
views, are a good foundation, yet he's by no means. 
hereby authorized to the wort, nor ought he to aſ- 

ſume the character of @ fleward or ruler in the 

houſe of God, 

The queſtion is then, what is implied in the Lord's 
making him ruler over his houſhold ? I. anſwer, I 
ſuppoſe. | . a 

| 1 


* 9% 2 Tim. ii. 2. and conſider the nature thein 
work. d James i. 17s. 5 
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iſt, That the Lord in his providence, prepare 
for him a family or houſhold, who are willing to 
obey him, under Chriſt, and ſubmit to his authgþity, * 
in what he urges and inculcates upon them, from the 
word of God. Having firlt, by a moſt hearty en- 
| agement, given themſelves up to the Lord, to be 
25 to him; they are now deſirous to give them- 
ſelves up to this perſon, as ther miniſter and ruler, 
by the will- of God, F As it always appears to me, 
that no man is fit to enter on this important work, 
who Mes not deſire to be entirely at the diſpoſal of 
providence, both as to the place where, and tj b 
when, he gives himſelf to it, and enters upon it; 
fo 1 think it certain, that the all-wiſe God, who 
makes nothing in vain, nor will give any talent in 
vain to any of his creatures, will by no means qualify ? 
any one for the miniſterial work, but he will, in a 
way, at a time and place, moſt agreeable to the 
ſchemes of his providence,—the deſigns of his grace, 
—the promotion of his intereſt, - and the good of his 
chureh in general, raiſe up a people, or incline the 
hearts of one already raiſed, to attend conſtantly to 
his miniſtry, and be rul'd by him in the Lord. | 
2d, That theſe perſons, thus inclin'd and deter- 
min'd in their mind, do regularly and unanimouſly 
chooſe, and actually call him, to take this charge 
over them. My apprehenſions are, that every church 
ought to chooſe her ownwothcers from an. ong ber 
own members, and that no man, nor number of 
men, have any right, for any reaſon, or under any 
pretence whatſoever, to obtrude, or impoſe, any per- 
fon upon any people as a miniſter, before he's firſt 
join'd in fellowſhip with, and, as a member, and 


F a 


e Heb, xii, 57. + 2 Cor. vii. 4, 5. 5 4 vi. 3. 
Look ye out among you, c. . 


*. 
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erſon qualified for the miniſtry, approv'd, and cd 
to the work, by their unanimous conſent. Having 
proceeded ſo far, it remains. 
z adly, That this perſon thus choſe, be, at the re- 
ueſt of this church, by perſons before, regttlarly 
alled to, and employed in the work of the miniſtry, 
et apart or appointed to this work, by prayer and 
aying on of hands.“ You muſt look them out, we 
appoint them, &c, ſaid the twelve to the diſciples, 
\ &s vi. 3. Being thus choſe and ſet apart, or or- 
dain'd accoading to plain ſcripture, it appears, the 
man is now, 7 not before, by his Lord, made ruler 
over his houſhsld. I am now led to the, 

111d Thing, Viz. the work and employment of this 
perſon, in the church; as a ruler he is to rule and 
govern them, and as a Steward to give them their 
bortion of meat in due ſeaſon, | 

It, His work as a ruler, Here it ſeems neceſſary 
d obſerve, that no perſon appointed to be ſteward, 
ruler, &c. has any right to enact or execute laws, 
roperly his own, but fo far as he is encourag'd or 

Wcountenanced herein, by his Lord who has intruſted 
im with the charge. Apply this in a ſpiritual ſenſe, , 
to the ſeward and ruler over God's houſhold ; and 
Wit affords us an obſervation founded in, confirm'd by, 
Irhe ſacred oracles, and neceſſary to be cloſely at- 
tended to, viz, That no miniſter has any right to 
impoſe, any work upon the people he has the charge 
of, but what is taught in the word of God: If we 
have not a Thvs $AITH THE Lord for what we 
aſſert, it is not only excuſable but commendable in 
any of our brethren among whom we labour, in the 
/pirit of love and meekneſs, to diſcover their dife 

approbation of it, and refuſe compliance with it. 


-* Comp, Ads vi. 36. xiii, 2, 3. 1 Jm. ir. 14. 
va 8 — 


(14) 
Dur work then, as rulers, ſeems to include, or 
ſuppoſe a on 4 
iſt. A cloſe and ſerious ſtudy, and examination of if 
the will of aur great Lord, and a cordial and humble 
ſubmiſſion to it, in every part of it. If we do not 
cloſely and diligently ſtudy it, ſhall we not be in 
danger of bearing the character of dumb dogs which} 
cannot bark * * of blind leader of the blind * r 
; and too often not have a ſufficient knowledge of the 
: ſenſe, or truth, of what we ſay, and whereof we af- 
firm? d And without a cordial ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God as recorded in his word, ſhall we not be 
more like rebels than ſervants and lord itcover 7 
Ced's heritage, rather than be enſamples to the flock * | 
Shall we not be ſuch as ſpeak evil of i law, and 
Judge the law, rather than doers of it? || The effects 
of ſuch a proceeding, ſhocking to mention, I think 3 
none of us can be ignorant of; and may they awaken 
our minds to a cloſe attention and cordial ſubmiſliag 8 
to the ſcriptures of truth, or elſe to abandon all pre- 
tence of being /fewards and rulers for the great Lord 
of heaven and-earth ! "2 
2d Our next work is to ſet the laws of our Re- 
deemer in a clear light before our ſeveral congrega- 
tions, together with the cauſes and reaſons of them, — 7 
the arguments by which they are-enforc'd, &, It 
is not enough that we tell our people we ſee and be- 
lieve theſe things to be right and ſcriptural ; we muſt 4 
ſet them in ſuch a light as that hey, even the t 
_ #gnorant of them, if poſſible, may ſee them to be ſo too; 
otherwiſe they can't do theſe things of faith, from | 
a clear knowledge and firm perſwaſion that God hass 
com- 


SS A rw za 
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Let us read, and pray that our fouls may be 2- 
avaken'd by Iſai, lvi, 10, 11. t Matt. xv. 14. 
&x4ii. 16. Y1 Tim. i. 7. 4 1 Pet.v.z. | Famer iv. 11. 


(15) 
commanded them, and whatſoever is not performed 
from this principle is ſin.“ And ſhould any inquire 
of them, Who hath requir'd this at your hands,” 
Mthey have perhaps nothing to fay, but our miniſter 
oy which expreſſion, they aF once expoſe their own 
2 — * and their miniſters wickedneſs, 7 

On the other hand, if, for their proceeding, they 
have a firm foundation in, and ſolid argument from, 
the divine oracles, they can produce an anſwer the 
orce of which, all their gain/ayers are not able to 
. And let us remember too, they not only meet 
wich oppoſition from without, but alſo from within: 


—_ Pit is therefore neceſſary that we make uſe of all the 
494 arguments the Lord hath provided for us in his word, 
and Fw hereby we may urge and quicken them to a conſcien- 
fects þ tious and diligent obſervance gf,theſe duties, leſt they 
think | be prevail'd upon, by a deceitful and wicked heart, and 
'aken 4 Wempting devil, to ſelf· indulgence, negligence and floth, 
flop than which, perhaps nothing is more odious in the 
pre. ſight of him with whom ave have to do, nothing more 


contrary to the chriſtian charaQer,—nor any thing 
more deſtructive to the life of religion in the foul. 


Re- zd. The laſt thing I mention, as included in the 
ega- term ru/ing, is, that the miniſter exerciſe that aus 
n — thority with which the Lord has inveſted him, in pro- 


It Wmoting, exciting to, and even reſolutely inſiſting on, 
| be- the performance of the will of God, theegreat Lord 
nult and lawgiver of the church. It is not enough that 
moſt lf we lay theſe things before them, and coldly tell them 
oo; the Lord hath injoin'd theſe or the other duties, but 
rom we mult (as the very term ruler implies) inſiſt upon 
has it, that they be perform'd ; and if they are not, we 

Nate under obligation to proceed toward and againſt 
the offender, not by the execution of any civil law, — 
a B 2 , - not 


* Rom. xiv. 23. 
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not ſeeking the gratification of an angry, envious, 
malicious ſpirit and temper ;—but with a tender re- 
gard for their precious and immortal ſouls—a ſimple 
view to the glory of God, — the good and peace of 
his church, — by executigg thoſe /piritual /aws which 
he hath been pleaſed to appoint in his word for that | 
end, Here wou'd, perhaps, be a proper place to 
offer a few thoughts on the point of church: diſci- } 
pline; but, were this neceſſary, it would lead tog 
far from, and leave little time for, the work before 
us; * to which I wou'd haſte, 3 — 
2d. The ſecond part of the miniſterial work men- 
tion'd in the text, is, to give to thoſe under our care, 
their portign of meat in due ſeaſon, which, 1 think, ⁶ 
has a more ſpecial regard to our preaching the word 
to them; and therefore to this, in the enſuing part 
of my diſcourſe, I wonld chiefly confine myſelf, In 
this expreſſion, three things are obſervable. | 
1. It muſt be meat, good ſubſtantial /ood which we 
provide for them, and give to them, i. e. ſomething ? 
ſuited to nouriſh and edify the ſoul, Let us take 
great care that what we ſet before them be not poi» Þ 
en inſtead of food. The preſent degenerate age a- 
onnds with errors; and every error is poiſonous, ! 
is deſtructive, to the ſoul. While numbers go down 


to the grave by various diſorders of body, O the 1 


myriads of myriads who go to the place which ig 
lower than the rave, who eterpally periſh, by hear- 

ing corrupt an 
And O then, with what eare, and facred jealouſly, 
ſhould we examine what we preach, leſt, inſtead of 
| edify- 


* Inſtead hereof, Iwould adviſe my young brethren 
4 read and ſtudy the following ſcriptures, 1 Cor. v. 
#hroughout, Mat. xviii. 17. 1 Tim. i. 20. Tit. ili. 
10. 2 Theſ. iii. 6, Go. 


unſcriptural doctrines advanc'di | 


ous, | 


re- 


nple 
ce of 
hich 


that 1 


ce to 
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lifying, we deſtroy, thoſe committed to our care !- 
and let us beware too, leſt inſtead of the commands and 
rdinances of God, we teach the commandments or. 
Wer dition of men. It is to be noted alſo, that as we 
WSught to beware leſt what we ſet before our people 
de poiſon; ſo we have great need to inquire whether 
t is any thing more than froth and huſks There 
a kind of preaching, which may but too juſtly be 
ompared to theſe. It is without real ſubſtance; 
here is nothing in it for the ſoul to feed upon, ta 
de nouriſh'd and edified by, in ſerious and cloſe me- 
Jitation afterwards. Should you aſk what kind of 
diſcourſes I've my eye upon; I wou'd reply, Whag 


'F 
: 


ink you of thoſe which conſiſt chiefly of witty 
turns upon the judgments and preaching of others ? 


hen, inſtead of preaching the blefſed goſpel of our 
Redeemer, the time is taken up, the true ſerious 
briſtian diſtreſt and burthen'd, and a few formal, 
Wcarnal profeſſors gratify'd, with racking pur inve 
tions to expoſe, and throw an odium upon, © thoſe 
tho are contrary miaded ; Very little more ſubſtan. 
rial and edifying are thofe diſcourſes, which con- 
ain little but what ſome will perhaps call. pretty di- 
verting tales about this and che other, which h 
been heard of many times before, and perhaps would 
ſerve no valuable end, were it known ever ſo well, 
I might add, when our chief deſign is to pleaſe or 
amuſe thoſe about us, with florid exprefliops of hu- 
man'elequence, inſtead of the plain words which ihe 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth * (which are indeed the trueſ 
and {gundeſt eloquence ) we are by no means la- 
1 | bouring 
* Cor ii. 13. { Should any of my young bre- 
thren, for whom this diſcourſe is chiefly, deign'd, doubt 
avhether the ſeribture, abound with true oratory, 1 
| | | „ 
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. | 22 7 
bonring to feed the fock of God with food convenient 
for them, and ſuch as will nouriſh their fouls, and ad- 
vance them in Fighteouſneſs and true holineſs, I hope 
you can't fo far miſtake me, as to imagine I wowd ad- 
viſe or caution you againſt, making uſe of ſaund ſpeech 
which can't be'condemn'd - or that it's wrong to men- 
tion any of the judgments or providences which 
have lately been known in our neighbourhood or 
elfewhere; à wiſe uſe may undoubtedly be made of 
theſe things, when they arè compar'd with the threa - 
tenings of, the divine being, as found in his word; i 
but there is need of wifdom and prudence in men- 
tioning theſe things in the courſe of our miniſtry, 
teſt our brothren, for want of more ſubſlamial meat, 
ſhould be conſtrain'd to cry out my leanneſi, myTean- 

- * : neſs, 43 


dave no fear of their ſcruples being remov'd by reading ⁶ 
Ahe holy Phophets, efpecially, Tſaiab— 44s xvii. 22— — 
32. xxvi. 30, And many other parts of ſcripture, and 
comparing theſe with the peecepts of true oratory and 
eloquence. Valuable remarks and hints for illuſtration 
and confirmation of this, point, may be ſeen.in Delaune't % 
preface to his Philolagia ſacra.— Dr, Matis humble 
attempt. page 63—69. His prefaceto his Lyric poemr 
His diſcourſes on the love"of God, Di). 3d, Dr, 
Daoddridge's preſude to_his Family Expoſitor, —His 
notes on I Cor, i. % ' Chap. ii. 13. Mr, Hervey's 
dialogues. Dial. 1.—Smith on Rhe ric. —The prin- 
cipler of oratory delineated, the preface. N. B. The 
book itſelf is g valuable collection from Ariſtotle, Ci- Þ 
cero, uintilian, Longinus, Voſſius, Abp. Cambray, el 
Butler, Blactwall, Galtton's life of Betteron, Mr. 
Rollin, &c. printed 1736. And the excellent 

- treatiſe of Loginus on the ſublime, tranſlated by My, 

Vn. Smith, A. M. See the nates and obſervations of © 
it. | 4 
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7.  Flaridity of language way have iti; uſe, on 


ſope occafions, but were I permitted to purſue our 
Lord's metaphor in the text, I would, ſay, our firſt, 
our great inquiry ſhou'd be, is the /d ſubſtantial ? 
If ſo, there may be no great barm in Jahouring to 
dreſs it as well as poſſible. a 
head, to give my beloved young friends two advices. 
Ad. 1. Take ſpecial Eare that it he ſuch as you 
are ſure God hath provided in his Word. Mind 
well to have a thus /aithYbhe Lord for what you afs 
ert. We can never reaſonably think that what we 
peak will have any good tendegey, if it is the fruit 
pf our own invention, or if it is meerly che opinion 
f others, Tis lawful, I freely own, yeg, tis ver; 
Wecelfary, for tis who are young, to 2. cows 4 
of the aged, the learned, and the wiſt: But we ought 
o be very fully aſſured, that we have examin'd their 
argument to the bottom, and find it to have a firm 
oundation in the word of God, before we venturg 
o aſſert it for trath, Lknow it is much more'agree- 
able. to a ſlothful diſpgſition, to hear or ſge what an- 
ther perſen thinks to be the ſenſe of ſuch a part of 


tion f | ; "ir 

ne, ripture, and to take it for granted it is ſo: But we 
„% uſt awake from floth when we have to think and 
en peak for God, leſt we come under the dreadful cuſſe 
Dr, f thoſe who do the work of the Lord negligently.F 
Hi: n the other hand, if, by earneſt prayer and diligent 
bey 7 Rudy, we labour, according to, the apoſtle's exhor- 
5 ation, to preach the auoru, F we have reaſon to hope 
The he Lord will make it uſeful to the ſonls of hit 
. Wes 3 

no . zd. Take care it be ſuch, as you find by ex- 
Mr.. 4 derience, feeds, nouriſhes, ſupports and ſtrengtheng 
ent eur oun foul, I don't ſay ſuch as pleaſes your 

Mme, 8 | fancy 5 
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fancy; but quickens your ſoul, and brings it nearÞ, 
to the Lord.—Such as Rrengthens your faith, eon. 
firms your hope, enflatnes your love, to God, his ways, 
his word; and a//"his people; as weans your mind 
from the creature, as draws your affections to things 
above; as makes you eſteem Jeſus more - deſpiſe the 
world more and hate fig more, —as brings you to 
long and labour more after the image and ſpirit of 
the bleſfed Redeemer in things If ſo, you may 
- humbly hope it will have this effect upon others allo, 
2d. Ihe ſecond thing obſervable in this expreſſion, 
is, that gach is to have his portion of meat. Tis 
not enough to provide wholeſome food, but there 
muſt be portion ſuited to the ſeveral conditions 
and circumſtances of thoſe we are called to feed. 
Their different "ſtates, &c. Have been mention d be- 
fore, and of a miniſter's ſniting his diſcourſe to them, 
I wou'd ſpeak a little more aiftinaly by and by. 
-* 234d, It is not enough that we labour to have a 
Portion for each, but we are to take care that each 
have his portion in due ſeaſoh too. We may vary 
our diſcourſe, and labour to have ſometimes a por» 
tion for one, and ſometimes for another, yet not ful 
this third part of our duty. In order to this, it is 
very, I may venture to ſay, it is abſolutely neceſary, 
to inquire diligently into the ſtates of our people's 
Touls; to coves with them on this head, very fre- 
quently, and to ſtudy cloſely their dangers, their 
miſtakes and their wants: To think ſeriouſly what 
part of ſcripture is moſt likely to be uſeful to them: 
and whether (when all circumſtances are well &on- 
Ader'd) it be more proper to ſpeak to their caſe in 
à more private or a more public way. Permit me; 
my dear young brethren, to take this' opportunity 
to adviſe you, with all poſſible earneſtneis, to labour 
to promote the very uſeful work of chriſtian— con- 
1 4" Tram ference 
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ference in private meetings, What pity is it that 
ſo plain a duty ſhould be negleQed ! “ that. ſo ya- 
luable a privilege thou'd not be enjoy d! This part 
of a miniſter's work we are now treating of, ſeems 
neceſſarily to require him to labour after a conſtant 
knowledge of the ſtate of his people in general; 
otherwiſe his diſcourſes may de quite* unſeaſonable.. 
He'll be in danger of _— op thoſe ſubjects now, 
which will be much more ſujtable ſometime hence, 
and thoſe afterwards, which are moſt ſuitable e, 
and perhaps will by no means be ſuitable they. And 
by this means (except the Lord interpoſe and over- 
rule in a way, which, without proper endeayours, we 
can't reaſonably expect) we ſhall ſcarce ever perform 
that part of our duty, we are here call'd to; ſcarce 
ever have a portion of meat fitted to the preſent ſea- 
ſon! Now, tho' it be true, that a miniſter ought, 
as buſineſs {nd other circumltances will admyt, to go 
from houſe to houſe, to converſe with, and, as ne- 
ceſſity requires, to exhort, admoniſh, inſtruct, com- 
fort, or reprove. his people; yet how very ſeldom 
can he ſee them, by only uſing this means! I beg 
leave therefore, my henour'd and dear friends, to 
recommend, and ſubmit it to / your ſerious con- 
ſideration, whether the practice I am now labouring 
to promote, if duly attended to,, would not greatly 
contribute to the advantage, both of miniſter and 
people. I now progeed to the | d 

IVth. Part of my work, viz. to take notice of the 
qualifications requiſite in thoſe who are ſtewards and 


* rulers over God's houſhbld ; wi/dom and fidelity, 
Wiſdom may either mean ingenuity and wittineſs ; or 

Ko it may mean prudence and diſcretion in the manage- 

- ment of what I am called to exerciſe my knowledge 

F* 4 | — 8 - Or 

ef ; | 
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or ingenuity in. I take our Lord in the text, to uſe 
the word in the latter ſenſe: In which ſenſe I would 
mention a few, things, which, if carefully attended 
to, will perhaps at once be proofs of our being poſ- 

ſeſt of it, and conduee to our advancement in it. 
iſt, Would we wiſely manage the miniſterial func- 
tion, let us take care that we cloſely ſtudy, and 
clearly lay before our people all ;he counſel of God ;* 
and that we range it's ſeveral parts in due and pro- 
per order. Perhaps this direction or advice will be 
ſufficiently explain'd and enforc'd, by noting two ex- 
tremes, and ſhewing how needful it is, in the com- 

mon courſe of our miniſtry, to beware of them, 
1. Extreme. Almoſt totally inſiſting on ſome and 


neglecting other parts of it. The will or counſel of 


God, conſiſts of ſeveral parts, and they ought / to | 
have a place in our preaching: The doctrinal, the 
experimegtal, and the practical, ought, by all means, 
according to the ſtates and neceſſities of thoſe among 
whom we labour, to be enlarged upon. A very lit- 
tle conſideration of the nature of things, and of what 
is likely to be the effect of a different kind of manage» 
ment, will make this plain beyond diſpute. —— The 
nature of things—for if it is indeed the counſel and 


will of God, we have found it in the bible :*Why d; 


was it there, but that we and our people might 
' know eit? Is it not evident that our people ought 
to be aſſiſted in their ſearches into it, by our deli- 
vering it to them? Why elſe art we call'd teachers ? 
Again, do we not all know that 2 experi- 
ence, and practice, conſtitute chriſtianity ? So far as 
we are imperfect and defective in any of theſe, are 
not we imperfect and defective in chriſtianity ? Ought 
we not to be labouring after perfection in all theſe, 
A b 

„ 


Adi xx. 23. 


(239 


1ſe ven to be perfect men in Chriſi Feſus ? To artipe at 
he meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ?® 
Do not ſaints arrive at this, (among other means,) 
dy the miniſtry of the goſpel? Is it not deſign'd fx 
his end? Do we not know that theſe muſt grow 
and advance together ? Is not all true chriſtian ex· 
perience founded in knowledge? And is it not map 
ifeſted by practice, if it be maniteſted at all ? AS 
ve not then evidently negleding our duty, and in- 
juring the ſouls of our people, if we omit any part 
of the divine will ? | 
The conſequenc@ that are likely to follow upon 
contrary management, We have too often ſeen 
(which is indeed natural to ſuppoſe) that contin 
nſiſting on one part, and enlarging on one bran 
of chriſtianity, and one ſort of ſubjects, hath had an 
unhappy influence on the minds of theKearers, to 
prejudice them againſt other parts, and een againſt 
thoſe who advance, and, from plain ſcripture, i 
upon them. For inſtance, are perſons accuſtom'd 
to hear little elſe than the doctrines of ghe goſpel; 
this may indeed pleaſe the fancy and elevate ' the 
mind; but how ſoon, when we come to converſe, 
or have to do with ſuch perſons, may we obſerve a 
rooted and fixed averſion, to cloſe practical and ex- 
perimental diſcourſes ! Theſe are generally exploded 
by them, (I doubt, too plain a proof that their hearts 
are unſanctified, notwithſtanding all their elevations) 
the former as dry Morality, and the latter as enthu- 
fiaſm. Are they wont to be perpetually, entertain'd 
with diſcourſes wholly practical; they are in danger, 
for want of thoſe ſoul-animating incentives, naturally 
deducible from the doctrinal part, either of grow- 
ig cold, formal, and lifeleſsin religion; or of being 
' lei 
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and ſo loſing the pleaſures and delights of it. | 
to the experimental part of religion, I can't well ſee ch 


his, without laying its foundation in the doctrinal, 


minds of the people who attend to it, prejudic'd a- 


, ſcarcely tgrget to ſlander. you, on the one fide as a 


to ſtudy, to labour and pray, that, in imitation of 
the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, we may be able to 


not ſhunn'd to declare to them the avhole counſel © 
Ce It might here be added, that this unhappy 


ing in, and running over, almoſt all the doctrines of 


* * 


989 1 
left tod much under the ſpirit of bondage to fear, 5 
As 


ow we can properly and ſcripturally enlarge upon 


und pointing out it's effects in the practical part: Yet 

ere is a way of ſpeaking of what is commonly call'd 
a work of grace, without a due regard to either; 
and where this is practiſed, I fully expect to ſee the 


gainſt both, Advance this among them, and you 

ardly need expect to eſcape their very ſevere cen 
ſyres, Thoſe who have leſs underſtanding will per- 
haps tell you that you are too much upon your 
points; and thoſe who have more knowledge, will 


Legaliſt, or on the other, as a downright Antinomian, 
The corffideration of theſe things, will, I doubt not, 
beof weight, with thoſe who are concern'd for the 
peace of the church, and the good of precious im- 
mortal ſolls.; and may we all be awaken'd by it, 


appeal to the conſciences of our people, that we haveR 


and unprofitable way of dividing the word af truth, 
is likely to raiſe in the minds of aur hearers, an aver- 
ſion to, or neglect of, many parts of the ſacred book 
of God; and how unbecoming the chriſtian, ſuch a 
practice as his is, 4 would leave to the conſfidei- 
tion of others, 2 2 
2d, The other extreme to be avoided is, a bring- 


chriſ- 


wy 
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chriſlianity in one diſcourſe. This town is an eaſy 
way, and on this account bids fair for our approba- 
tion, ſo long as we confer with Hels and Blood, * 


vet nd ſEek to indulge an indolent, . Nothful diſpoſition; 
alba but, being unprofitable we the ſouls of the peopl 
her; it ſhouꝰd be abhorr'd by every miniſter of Chriſt, The 


bad conſequences of it are, —our people are left ig- 
norant of, and uneſtabliſhed in, moſt of the doctrines 
they hear advanced; they hear them mentioned and 
run over it's tyue;. and, if they can take our word 


cen 
r- or it, they will on that account believe them: But 
a if a perſon contrary minded, is pleaſed to aſſllt 


hem by way of diſpute, it will ſoon appear how few 
folid argurgents they have for what they maintain. 


as a 

nan. he effect of hit will be, their minds wi begin to 
not, Hluctuate, and, allowing that we deliver ti truth to 
the chem, the next effect will be, they have either a/n/#f# 
im- or #:tirely, eſpouſed a pernicious error. I will very | 


eadily allow, that there are many, perhaps in moſt 
ongregations, who are very little able to defend a- 
Bainſt à ſubtle opponent, even the moſt glorious and 
plain of goſpel Abe But even theſe might be bet- 
er Se ded a ainſk the inſinuations of error, by ſece- 
ng the miniſter on whoſe preaching they aſtend. 
loſely Md ſolidly vindicate theſe truths, in their pro- 
der order and on proper ka : Ang thoſe of our 
earers to whom the Lord athdgry en ſuperior abili- 
ies, might, by this means, At, onde de 50 ta 
opfirm their weak breitifer, af to refute the ar. 
zuments offer'd by the adverſary. I deſire it 
de notgd here, that I am ſpeaking more eſpecially, ; 
with regard to the more ſubſtantial, and what agg 
ommenly call'd the fundamental doctrines and. du. 
ies Of religion. As Im by no means fond of diſ- 
ä = 538 0 121 YA va T . Pits 
& Gal. i. 16, 
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e 
puting on thaſe points which are generally thought 


to be of leſs AN in order to our holineſs and 


happineſs, myſelf; ſo neither would I adyiſe my 
voung brethren in the miniſtry, to be forward or con- 


ſtant in it . Yet I'aſk leave to ſuggeſt, even on this 
point, that as, in this unhappy and divided age, moſt 


miniſters ſeem under indiſpenſible obligations at ſome 
times, to enlarge on, and vindicate thoſe points of 
doctrine or practice, by which he is diſtinguiſhed from 
His . brethren of other denominations; ſo at ſuch 
times, and on ſuch occaſions, I ſhou'd adviſe that 


while they maintain due candor, moderation, and] 

meekneſs of ſpirit) they labour to be full, clear, and 
diſtinct on e points clearly ſtating, and ſolidly} 
vindicating Porn. as their ability - the Mture of the 
and circumſtances then occurring will ad- 

mit. If there is any real and abſolute neceſſity to 
mention them, (except when expounding ſome ſerip- 
ture which requires it). it appears to me, that, gene- 
rally, the” ſame reaſons will make it neceſſary (tho 


doctrin 


it be with brevity) to be full and clear upon them. 


And-I'm miſtaken, if a contrary, conduct has not 
ke of controverſy is 


often done harm. When à poi 


mention'd by a miniſter, and his thoughts concern- 
ing it, fignify'd, without ſufficient evidegce from | 
reaſon and ſcripture, I think two effects, not at all 
deſirable, arg likely to enſue : viz. Thoſe of a con- 
trary opinion, wall BWgonfixm'd.in their oppoſition, — 


* 


and the cohſcientio 


among our own friends, eſpe- 
cially if perſons ot 


eak judgments, will hereby be 


hy to ſtagger and doubt concerning the truth of it. 
Büt now when almoſt every diſcourſe is a kind of 
ſcheme, or like a ſmall extract from ſome body of | 


diyinity, many things are mention'd and aſſerted, 
but there is not time left to clear and vindicate any 


thing. Thoſe who hear us indeed, amy perhaps 
| learn 
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ought 1 * 

is and {Warn what our opinions are; but without more de- 
ſe my onſtration of the truth of em, from the word of 
con - od, we have little reaſon to ſuppoſe any conſcien- 
n this Wous and thinking perſons will be brought over to 

, moſt em, or eſtabliſhed in them. And what is perhaps 
ſomes bad, or worſe, by this means we oblige ourſelves 
1ts of ſo be almoſt inceſſantly turning over the ſame things; 


hich can't be much to the-ſatisfaRion or edification 
f ſuch as take heed what they hear, It I have been 


> that little tedious on this head, I deſired to be excuſed, 


and nd hope to be more brief on thaſe which follow. 
, and zd. Would we be wiſe feward:r, and make it ap- 
lidly ear that we are fo, let us take care to make wiſe 
f the ractical improvement of every truth, for the ediſi 
ad-Hation and advancement of thoſe who hear us, in 
y to omfort and holineſs; and to offer cloſe ſcriptural 
cfip-WWrguments to enforce every duty, of which we main-, 
70110- Wain and defend the practice. The latter part uf this 
(tho' dice, I have hinted at, among the obſervations on 
hem, miniſter's work as ruler : As to the former, l may 

not Mut note, that as we are told, to have all knowledye, 


dbedience, we are ſtill nothing :“ So, while we la» 
dour and pray that this truth may be fixed in our ows 
minds, and impreſs'd on aur wn conſciences, we 
dught to labour to make our people duly ſenſible of 
t. Let us all remember that if any man teach other- 
ſe, and conſent not to wholeſome words, and the 


nowing nothing, but doting about qugitions and 
rifes of words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, I &c, 
* Tis altogether unneceſſary, I believe, to prove to my 
ung brethren, that the doQrines of the goſpel con- 
tain in them multitudes of arguments to * the 

: | u dies 


* 
LT — 


Cor. xiii, 2. f 1 Tir. vi. 3, 4. 


virbon t love, the very ſpring and principle of goſpel 


- 


loctrine which iwaccording to pedlineſs, he is proud, 


% 
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duties of chriſtianity ; which may eaſily and natural- 
ly be deduced from them, on every proper occaſion, 
Nor would F offer an affront to your better judgments, 
by giving inſtances and. examples of it, Rather, I 
would proceed to obſerve in the | | 
d Place, That 1 think our q<vi/dom will appear in 


inſiſſing moſt on, and contending moſt for, thoſe | 


doctrines or duties, which, eyident]y, in the nature of 
things require it; and which have moſt ſtreſs upon 
them, are moſt clearly laid beforeus, and moſt ftrong- 


ly urged upon us, in the ſacred ſcriptures. It isa truth | 
which ſhon'd never be forgotten by any who call 


themſelves chriſfiant, eſpecially miniſters, that every 


thing which our Lord hath ſpoke, ought to be at- 
tended to, with all poſſible reverence ; and we ought, | 
in a proper and chriſtian manner, when in the courſe of 
providence we have a call to it, to contend for every | 
part of the faith once deliver'd to the ſaintis. let 


I think our Saviour makes it plain that there are 
things which ought to be regarded as the aweightier 
matters of the law,\|| conſequently, tho', while the 
are done, the other muſt by no means de 7ef? undone; 
yet if ſome are more weighty, i. e. of greater lmpor- 
tafice, than others, thoſe others. maſt be of leſs. 
Ils therefore very needful to ſtarch the ſcriptures 
diligently with regard to this, and eloſely to conſi- 
der the circumſtances attending the arguments en- 
forcing, or illuſtrating. — and the Lade and defigns, 
of the Moſt High, in egjoining this or the other duty, 
or calling us to the helle: of this or the other truth. 
1 wou'd hope all my dear brethren well underſtand, 
and diligently practice this work, Did I think any 
thing more wou'd. anſwer any valuable end upon 
this head, 1 would afk leave to fay, v hen the 
clear knowledge, and fim belief, of the one God 
kis 


Jud. ver. 3. | See Matt. AU. 2324», , 


— * 
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his glorions perſections, natural and moral,—ths. 
dignity of the perſon, - the ends and deſigns, of the 
righteouſneſs and atonement—the certainty and ne- 
ceſſity, of the glorious reſurrection and aſcenſion, 
and the continued prevalent interceſſion, of qur bleſ- 
ſed and dear Saviour, —the offices he did on earth, 
and does now execute, the characters he did, and 
does ſuſtain, not according to my account, or that af 
any other perſon ; but according to the plain {er | 
ture account of theſe thipgs ; which evidently "Th 
of them as the very foundation of chriſtianity : Whe 
the ſcripture account of theſe things, appears to be. 
Vell underſtood by our hearers; F chin the next 
great points to, be illuſtrated, and APPLIED HOME, 
to the CONSCIENCE, are, the Rate of man by nature, 
—the way of a ſinner's acceptance with God, &c.. 
With the moſt earneſt prayers for divine inſtruction 
—with a ſacred jealouſy over gurſelves and mor 
—leſt we ſhou'd Je pillows under the arm-holas 

of poor ſecure ſingers, - and cry peace, when there 
is no peace, 4 thereby bringing eternal dargnatian, 
oth on their ſouls and on our own, we ought, | 
and night, to. ſtudy, and clearly, and often, to ex- 
plain, thoſe moſt alarming words, we are all by na- 
ture the children 2. wrath, 4 with thoſe numbers of 
ſcriptures which ſpeak the ſame awakening truth, in 
words of like awful import. Do any, ſenſible of this, 
their miſery, inquire what muſt we do to be ſaved. 

L wou'd labour to lead or direct them to the foun- 
tain open d for fin and uncleanneſs.{—I would en- 
deavour to explain to them the apoſtle's advice, be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to which I would en- 


courage them, by aſſuring chem, that, in doing this | 


F 


sel. xiü. 18. + Ver. 10... 7 Epb, ii. 3. 
$4% vi. 30, 31. 1 Zaadb. Jill, 1. 
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they Hall certainly be ſaved. Shall I be permitted 
to obſerve here, that if there be one article, in all 
the revelation, God hath given of himſelf to man, 
of moſt importance, Tthink it is this? In many other 
points, we may miſtake, and lead others into miſ- 


takes, and they and we be (till ſafe, as to our eternal 


intereſts, But here, how can it be? There is but 
one way to God and happineſs ; namely Jeſus Chriſt.“ 


If therefore we take, or lead others, any other way, will 


it not neceſſarily follow, that deſtruction will be their 
and our end? O that the. bleſſed ſpirit may impreſs 


this upon my 0 , and upon the minds of all my 


brethren to whom 1 ſpeak! With what aſſiduity, 
with what ſear and trembling, ſhould we ſtudy this 
important point! Ought we not te ſet an eternal 
heaven, the bleſſed portion of all the ſaved, and an 


CY hell, that moſt inconceivably intolerable | 


f of all the damn'd, full in our eye, while we 
tudy, and lay before precious ſouls, the neceſſity, 


nature, properties, and effects, of that repentance, 


without Which, we muſt all periſh, f of chat regepes | 
ration, without which; none can ſee the kingdom of ; 


Cod, f. and of that Ann, without which, we /hall 
all ingvitably b- damn'd. F Theſe things, being un- 
derſtood and experienced, the cireumſtantials of re- 
Hgion may be illuſtrated, confirmed or defended, as 
occurring circumſtances may demand, , _. 


' i gth. Wou'd we manage the minitterial work with | 


wiſdom and diſcretion, let us ſtudy. cloſely, and 


plainly lay before our people, the natural conſequence 


of ſome things, upon others taking place, or being 


admitted and encouraged, in the chriſtian life. This | 


might indeed be applied to. our reafonings upon the 
* de coctrines 


* 7 p 1 


zus alt. 6," 1 Luke xii 3, 5. f Job .. 
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doctrines of the goſpel. I think it will by no means 
be an uſeleſs labour, to ſhew, at proper lealons, how 
naturally one error opens a way for another; and how 
neceſſarily one truth muſt follow upon another's be- 
ing admitted and embraced. Byt what I deſign is 
chiefly with regard to the workings of fin or grace in 
the heart, I'm perſuaded I need not tell my bretbrex 
who now hear me, how common it is for the enemy 
of our ſouls to make way for, and lead to, one evil, 
by ſtirring up another, by which he may more eaſily 
and ſucceſsfully enſnare.the ſoul, I hope we have 
known ſo much of religion, the deceitfulneſs of the 
Heart, and the ſtratagems of the wicked one, as hath 
taught us how narurally a proud conceit of our own 
goodneſs, the effect of ignorance of God and his 
law, leadsto infidelity and carnal ſecurity, Nor how 
naturally effeminacy and ſelf-indulgence, leads to luſt, 
anger, revenge, &c, and hoſe to other abominati- 
ons, And I hope we ſhall, thro' divine aſſiſtance, 
(for which let us earneſtly pray,) be able, in like 
manner, to trace to the very fountain, all thoſe evils, 
which, tho' incident to us in this ſinful ſtate, are yet, 
ſo far as they prevail, prejudicial to our immortal 
intereſts, grieving to the bleſſed ſpirit, and diſhonour- 
able to the cauſe of religion.“ I only add, as to 
this, by the ſame manner of thinking and reaſoning, 
we may learn the dependance of the graces of the 

ſpirit, 


* Since I deliver'd this diſcourſe, I have had the op- 
portunity of reading a little piece on the nature, 
: power, Oc. of indvwelling fin in believers; a books, 
which, cou'd I imagine myſelf capable of Judging, 
or worthy to adviſe, I wou'd aſk leave to recommend 
it to any of my young brethren who have not read 
it, as a valuable piece upon the ſubject, By Dr, 
© OwEN, | 
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Tirit, one npon another, By thus tracing fin and 
grace, thro' divine illumination, we ourſelves ſhall 
Ee infiruged, and fhall be able to inſtru others, how 
to grow in grace, * and to mortity our members which 
are upon the earth; T a work, which, according to 
my conceptions, is far from being the leaſt which 
concerns a miniſter ; nor is a due managing of it, 
the leaſt of evidences of a miniſter's wiſdom and diſ- 
cretion, 
gthiy, 1 think the wvi/do-m of a miniſter appears, 
in always labotring to fuit his matter, and method 
of addreſs, to the Rate ; and both ſubject and langu- 
aye, to the capacities, of thoſe to whom he ſpeaks, 
1ſt, The matter of our diſcourſe. Inſtruction to the 
ignorant, — the terrors of the divine law to the ſtupid 
and careleſs—it's extent, purity and ſpirituality to the 
ſelt-righteous,—the neceſſity and nature of inward | 
vital religion, to the mere formal profelfor :—the 
Holineſs and jealouſy of the great God, to the hypo- 
critical profeſfor :—the fweetneſs, ſuitableneſs, ful- 
| neſs, and freeneſs of goſpel promiſes to the mourner, 
the weary and heavy laden ſoul :—the all-ſufficiency | 
of the bleſſed Redeemer's grace, to the tempted, the 
- donbrful, the weak and feeble :—Admonition, ex- 
Hortation, or reproof, to the indolent, the flothfal, 
or the back-flider,—with many other caſes of a more 
- peculiar kind, that will occur in the courſe of our 
miniſtry, which muſt be attended to, ſtudied and 
ſuited, if we will give every one bis portion in dus 
feafon. | | 
2d. The manner of our atldreſs, I think we 
ought to conſider as ſeriouſly as may be, the diſ- 
poſitions'of our hearers, as well as the nature of the 
| Jabje& on which we treat, I can't perſuade myſelf 
8 tis 


neee H©ONn 59 
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= is commendable, nor will prove fo profitable, to 
| h all treat every ſubje&t with the ſame air. The duties, 
nom the truths, the promiſes, the threatenings of God's 
vhich word, ſeem to require a little variations of in, And 
ug to ſome diſpoſitions will receive the word better, de- 
4 ich livered in one manner than another, even when the 
y 415 ſome truths are delivered with the ſame evidence. 


And, by the way, I hope none can think I wou'd 
adviſe or encourage any, to curtail, interpolate, or 
any way ſoften, or detract from, any of the truths 
of God, for any man, or for any reaſon whatſoever, 
But I wou'd, for my own part, labour to find out ac- 
ceptable words + and an addreſs ſuited to the diſpoſiti- 
on of all as much as poſſible. Sometimes the plain and 
ſimple,—at others, the terrible and alarming,—the 
piercing and affeRtionate,—the mournful and com- 
paſſionate, —the ſweet and alluring, &c. The variety 
of our ſubjes ſeems to demand this variation in our 
addreſs, and perhaps regarding the diſpo/itions of our 
hearers herein, is one part of becoming all things 
to all men, that we may by ALL MEANS ſame ſome. 4 
3d. Our ſubjeds in general ſhou'd be ſuch as re- 
late to the concerns, and may be taken in by the 
capacities, of common chriſtians. It is very agree- 
able to our proud minds, eſpecially in our young 
years, when we are /zaft fit for it, to endeavour to 
| | * 1 


* 
= 


* won d not diſuade any from reading with atten 
tion what Rhetoricians teach with regard to this; 
but it is my opinion that a careſul reading of the 
- ſeriptures—a due obſervation of the ſpirit with 
. which they were ritten good underſianding of 
the import, and a deep ſenſe of the importance, of 
auhat we ſpeak, will do much towards qualifying 


us for that part of our work above recommended, 
t Eccl. xi. 10, 1 1 Cor. ix. 22. 


1 farther add, as in moſt congregations there are 


rally preach. ' 
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manifeſt our {kill and penetration, as we wou'd have / ft 
it call'd, by reaſoning upon ſome ſpeculative points as 


of doanne, which are more myſterious and abſtruſe ; Wl de 
and if our hearers are ignorant, or ſuch as are not Wi ar 
earneſtly contending for the life and power of re- 

ligion, and thirſting for more ſpiritual acquaintance Wl. or 
with the Redeemer, perhaps they'll be amuſed, and ſe 
fo molt pleaſed with ſuch diſcourſes. But this does Will pt 


not prove they are moſt valuable and edifying, 1 
very readily grant theſe ſublime doctrines are con - 
tain d in ſcripture, and that a miniſter and even a 
private chriſtian, ſhou'd labour to underſtand the 
ſcriptures, and in doing #45, will be obliged to me- 
'ditate, if he hath opportunity and capacity for it, | 
on theſe obſtruſe points; yea, and a good knowledge 
of them will ſerve many valuable purpoſes. He'll be 
more eſtabliſn'd in bis own mind, better able to de · 
fend the truths of God when artfully oppoſed, &c. 


fome of ſuperior abilities; and as theſe ſhou'd be re- 
ſpected by us, as poſkffing theſe abilities, imparted 
by him gives nothing in vain, it will be ſometimes | 
proper to enlarge a little on theſe ſublime ſubjects, 
perhaps, tho' we bave not an immediate call of pro- 
vidence to it; both in order that theſe may improve 
in theſe branches of divine knowledge, and in order 
to ſtir up others, who are capable, to ſeek aſter larger 
attainments herein. Yet, as many have neither ca- 
pacity nor opportunity as more plaindodrines, have 
perhaps a more immediate tendency to edify the ſoul 
in comfort and holineſs; I think it muſt be allowed 
that theſe ſhou'd be the ſubſtance of what we gene- 


4th. As to langrage, 1 would only ſay, that as the 
end of preaching is, that ſouls may be benefited, —as | 
we can't hope to accompliſh this end, except they under- 


(35) 5 
ſtand us, ſo all we deliver to them ſhou d be as plain 
as is conſiſtent with ſound ſpeech that cannot be cou» 
demn'd. * In this as in other reſpects, the ſcriptures 
are a perfect pattern for our imitation. = 

6th. Let our prudence and diferetion appear, by 
.our carefully uſing proper means to guard: and pre- 
ſerve our people from thoſe d ous extremes in 
points of doctrine and practice, of which, thro' the 
inſtigations of Satan, the deceitfulneſ of the heart, 
c. they are continually in danger, Scarce any thing 
is more natural, yet, ſcarce any thing more pernicious 
than theſe extremes, almoſt on all ſides Extremes 
in points of practice, are, undue rigour in things of 
leſs moment, a cold indifference in things of more 
importance, &c. whence ariſe prejudices againſt con- 
trary parties—and two often, animoſities- and con- 
tentions amongſt themſelyes, and prejudices againſt 
one another. Extremes in points of dodrine, are 
ſuch as have a bad-influence on the practice of righ- 
teouſneſs on the one fide, or on our eſteem for, and 
love to Chriſt on the other, Or what another would 
perhaps call, antinomianiſm and legality, Were it 
neceſſary, we have not time to enlarge on this head, 
as might be done. Let me juſt ſay, to prevent the 
former, let us always ſpeak of the gloriaus doctrines of 
the grace of God, in Chriſt, in ſuch a manner, as that all 
may ſee, they not only conſiſt with, but moſt evident 
Iy tend to promote, (as they certainly do in ther 
own nature,) that hol/ineſr without which no man can 
fee the Lord. F And of the practical part of religion, 
ſo as every one may ſee it conſiſtent with our being 
juſtified freely by his grace, thro' the redemption 
that is in Chriſt Feſus ; t and with our fouls being 
renew'd, not by works of tighteouſnefa AC We 
| ave 


* Tit, i, B + Heb, xii, 14. t Roms hs 24 
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"Fave done, But by the waſhing of regeneration, ant 
renewing of the Hely Ghoſt.*% Theſe prejudicial ex- 
- tremes I have mentioned, may get ground among 
our hearers, not only from their miſ-apprehenſions 
of ſome ſcriptures, but from our unguarded ex- 
preſſions when delivering the word of God to them; 
Dor if guarded and true, from wrong apprehenſion 
of their import, —or unjuſt and unnatural inferences 
from them, &c. In order to prevent theſe evils, 
. *twill be needful to ſtudy cloſely, and to ſpeak with 
- Plainneſs and caution on every ſubject. | 
7th. I think we ſhou'd endeavour to make ſome 
. wiſe uſe, perhaps not only in private, but in public 
too, of thoſe diſpenſations of providence which are 
extraordinary or alarming. Theſe ſeem to be the 
- operations of the hands of God, neglectors or diſre- 
garders of which, are fo ſeverally threaten'd, or 
their doom ſo plaiuly foretold in the ſacred page. 
Now, if it is ozr and their duty, to regard and im- 
prove theſe evidences of an all-wiſe, and over-ruling 
providence, and if we are teachers and inſtructors, 
while we ourſelves are attending to this part of our 
duty, we ſhould remind others of the neceſſity of it, 
and lend them ſome aſſiſtance in it, by making uſe- 
ful remarks, more large or more brief, as circum- 
ſtances admit, upon ſudden deaths, what are com- 
monly call'd accidents ; dearth, plenty, and many 
| other things which I need not mention, Nor need 
4 | I pretend to inform you, that theſe may be compar'd 
"I1 with, and illuſtrated by the ſacred oracles, in ſuch 
a manner, as, being attended with a divine bleſſing, 
| may 


JC 


; * Tit. ii. 5. | Perhaps ſome hints on the 2d evi- 
| | '. dence of wiſdom, and the 4th, 5th, and 6th, evi- 

ll dences of fidelity may afift in this, Pſal. xxviii, 
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may impreſs our own mind, and the minds of others 
with ſentiments of gratitude, fear, joy, &c. accord- 
ing to the nature of the providence ; ſo that our re- 
Mongo marks, thus made, will be words ſpoken in ſeaſon ; 
nom and O how good are they !* Eſpecially ſhou d any 
ex- one more directly affected by the providence, be in 
hem i our hearing. 1 haſte to the 

nſions 8th, and /a/? thing I ſhall mention, wherein our 
wiſdom ſhou'd appear, viz, carefully, and clearly, 
yet with great tenderneſs and caution, aſſiſting our 
hearers in the important and neceſſary work of /e. 
examination, by diſtinguiſhing between what are, and 
are not, certain and infallible evidences of a graci- 
ous and ſafe ſtate, That the work of ſelf-examina- 
tion is a neceſſary and important duty, we mult all 
; allow; the reaſons are too obvious to need mention- 
diſre- ing, And perhaps none beſides the divine command 
to do it, F will be thought of more weight, than 


, ant 
al ex. 


age.'] the conſideration of the many who cry peace to their 
d im- poor deluded ſouls when {here is no peace; and the 
uling many of God's dear people, who for want of better 
tors, information, ſpeak bitter things againſt themſelves, 
t our and go mourning when they ought, and have reaſon 
of it, We o rejoice. One neceſſary way to undeceive the ſor- 
g uſe- ¶ mer and adminiſter comfort to the latter, as I think, 
cums to point out, from plain ſcripture, thoſe things 
com- rhich are ſure proofs that a perſon is a ſtranger to 
many od ;—thoſe which may be found in hypocrites, in 
| need ommon with real chriſtians ;—and thoſe which are 
par'd peculiar to God's people and found in none elle, 
| ſuch fand in this caſe, above all others, let us take parti- 
ling, We ular care to preach the word ; and beware of being 


ead by the pretences, or even real experiences, of 
y perſon or perſons whatever. It may be of uſe 
D I 
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I allow on ſome occaſions to mention our own expe- 
Tience, or that of ſome other perſon, but by no means 


to lay the leaſt ſtreſs upon it, to inſiſt on others know - 


ing and experiencing the ſame, any farther than we 
have a plain thus ſaith the Lord for it. Let us be- 
ware tho, of confining ourſelves in this point, to any 
particular mode of expreſſion ; which I fear hath 

done much harm. f 
We ſhou'd never forget, different perſons have dif- 
ferent ways of expreſſing the ſame thing. And by 
the way, this is evidently one of the many cauſes of 
thoſe animoſities and contentions which have ſo often 
torn and diſtreſt the church of Chriſt, lu the pre- 
ſent caſe, perhaps what one calls aſurance, another 
will call good hope thro' grace. What one calls peace 
with God, another will call tranquility and ſerenity 
of mind. — What one is ſo weak as to call the par- 
don of ſin, another, much more properly, calls the 
evidence of it. What one calls acceſs to God, ano- 
ther will, more properly, call liberty in drawing near 
to him; for acceſs to God, in the ſcripture ſenſe, and 
liberty in prayer are evidently different bleſſings. 1 
need not repeat inſtances, Now I think a miniſter 
ſhou'd cloſely ſtudy the true ſcripture import of theſe 
expreſſions, and ſometimes, eſpecially when treating'of 
chriſtian experience, carefully explain them, and ſhew 
very particularly what 4im/e/f means, when he makes 
uſe of any of them. I aſk leave to conclude this 
point by adviſing my young friends, while I awaken 
my own ſoul, to read with fear and trembling. 

Ezek. xiii, 10—23. | 

I won'd next attempt to ſay. ſomething on the 
faelity of a miniſter. It is requir'd ſays the Apoſtle, 
in flewards that a man be found faithful .* _— 
a „ 


® x Cor. ir. 3. we 


—_— 4 


, | 93 
we other things, I mention the following, in which, I 
—_ think, our fidelity to God, in his work ſhou d appear, 
28 It, A diligent attention to what hath been already 
o anvil 19 fo far as 1s reaſonable and ſcriptural, and to 
hart every otherwiſe and prudent ſtep we can take, in the 
due management of our work,. The nature of things 
e dic WY fuffciently evinces the truth of this, When | hear 
44 that a prudent and diſcreet attendance to the ſeveral - 
ies kf parts of -my work is enjoin'd me as my duty, and 


c hear what's included herein ; if 1 do not immediate - 
hers « ly, and without heſitation attend to-it, and labour 
7 ves to put every advice in practice, my own conſcience, 
— (and God is greater than that*®) immediately, ne- 
Peace BY ceſſarily uber? me of unfaichfulneſs to my truſt, I 
deni {take it for granted then, that I and all my young 
1er brechren, ſhall ſeriouſly examine, and meditate upon 
che foregoing remarks ; and ſo far as we can't prove 
Fs | them unſcriptural, ſhall diligently attend to them, 
* or elſe by no means pretend to the character of 
els aithful flewards, | 


T a 2d, Our fidelity will appear, I think, in a diligent 
th p improvement of our time and talents, in order to be 
3 yy as uſeful as poſſible in the ſtation in which we are 
* placed. Tis the duty of all chriſtians, eſpecially of 
wa miniſters, to redeem the time. 1 Shothfulneſs in bu- 
7 neſs is ſinful and abominable in all, F molt of all 
" ſo, in miniſters of the goſpel, By how much their 


work is of greater importance than that of any 
other perſon, by ſo much muſt their ſin be greater, 
* if it is not duly attended to. What ſhou'd we think 
n theſhor that ſervant who inſtead of attending diligently 
file, to his maſter's work, is ſauntering or trifling here 


mon? Wand there, about things with which he has little or 
other no 


bling, 


'® x John iii, 20. Þ Col. iv. 5, Eph. v. 16. 
, + Ren. Xii. 2. 
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nd concern? And what can we think of ourſelves, 


as the ſervants of the great God, it one part of our 
time is fpent in «neceſſary /cep, another in trifling 
thoughts, format viſits, uſeleſs, or almoſt uſeleſs con- 
verſation, &c? Muſt we not accuſe ourſelves as un- 
faithful ſtewards ? On the other hand, if we will 
approve ourſelves to God, as faithful, let us, not 
only now and then a little, when no trifles call us 
away, but, as ab/o/utely neceſſary buſineſs will ad - 
mit, give onrſeluet wholly to reading, exhortation, 
a>trine, Gc. Ti true the circumſtances of mini- 
ſters differ much; but I think it will be to our ad- 
vantage, in whatever circumſtances we are; and 1 
think it our duty if we wou'd be faithful, often as 
o ir circumſtances may vary, to think conſcientiouſly, 
as in the ſight of the heart-ſearching God, what 
time we have upon the whole, to devote ro the work 
of the miniſtry ; and then divide our time and work, 
into their ſevera] parts; appoint ſo much time for 
ſtudy for devotion for viſks to our friendi—for 
uaforeſeen occyrences, &c. and reſolutely obſerve our 
plan, except on ſuch otcaſions, as upon ſerious con- 
fideration, we believe it would be more ſinful to keep 
it than to break it. If we are, without abſolute 
neceſſity, employ'd or entangled in the affairs of thit 
life, | it ſeems altogether impoſſible to make it ap- 
pear we can be faithful Rewards, 

In fine, wou'd we be indeed faithful, let our drels, 
our table, our converſation, and every part of our 
'behaviour, -witneſs for us, that our ſole aim and 


"ſtudy, is, not how we may gratity our own, or 


others appetites and inclinations, or how we may 
conform molt punctually to a vain world, | but * 
5 | : 


* 1. Tim. iv. 13, 14. 15. | 2 Tim. the 4. 
I Rom. xii. 2. 
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s, au, we. are, all we do, and all we poſſeſs, may con- 
ur tribute to render the truths and ways of our Re- 
13 Wl deemer more amiable in the eyes of men, and pro- 
n- W- mote his honour and intereſt in the world, _ 
1 3d, Let our fidelity appear in a conſcientious re- 
"ill i gard to the door of God's houſe, (i. e. his church) 
ot and the perſons. we admit in thereat, IF I were al- 
us low'd to purſue our Lord's Metaphor a little here, I 
d- wou d ſay, let us take due care that we make the 
n, porch no wider or narrower than the great Lord of, 
11- che houſhold has made it. By doing this, we may 
ed- de hurtful, rather than uſeful, in his houſe,, Let 
a1 os mind we admit none who are enemies to him, 
as and who are likely to undermine, rather than help 
ty, to ſupport his cauſe. In other words, let us pay a 
at WH firit regard to the proceedings of the apoſtles in this 
3k point, and by no means, be preyail'd upon to devi- 
rk, ate from it. Here we ſhou'd watch very diligently, 
for W againſt the /ear of man, and a deſire of applatiſe on 
{or Ml the one hand, and that ſtupid ſpirit, which leads to 
our WW affed ſingularity on the other. In a word, let us 
on- tearn to ceaſe from man, and to ſet the Lord als 
cep WH ways before us,F as a commanding God, who akone- 
ute WH dught to be regarded in every act; as an all-ſeeing 
hit Cod, who is privy to our every action, and every in- 
ap- fention ; and as an all- ſufficient God; all- ſufficient, 
as a portion to ſatisfy, ſhou'd all forſake ue; and as 
els, a rock, to ſupport, in the greateſt difficulties and 
Our diſtreſſes. | | 4 = ry 
and 4th. Let our fidelity appear, in a conſcientious en« 
or deavour to treat all our ſubjects for the advantags 
nay of our people. Clear, that they may underſtand, 
z0w WM accompanied with evidence and ſolid ar ta 
all convince or eſtabliſh the judgment, — mei hodical and 


regular 


* [fai. ü. 22. f Pſals wi. 8. 
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regular, that they may be of uſe to them in their 
meditations afterward, * I am very willing to allow, 
this ought to be left to the determination of the mi- 


niſter; but I can't conceive how any one can be 
; | * 


faithful to his great Lord, who does not conſtantly 


labour after the moſt profitable way of preaching. 


And in order that in this we may be led to judge ac - 
cording to truth, 1 aſk leave to add, b 
_ $thly, Let our fidelity appear, in uſing various me- 
thods of preaching ; and having done that, in making 
ſtrict obſervation, when converſing with our people, 
which is beſt underſtood, and remember'd, and hay 
the beſt effects upon the mind. Let us cloſely ſtudy 
both the faculties and paſſions of the human mind 
think by what methods we are moſt likely to gain 
effectual acceſs to them, and their moſt fixed atten- 
tion; and how to leave the moſt laſting impreſſion 
upon them.— Above all, let us be very earneſt at the 
throne of grace for divine direction herein, ſenſible 
how liable we are to miſtake, whatever methods we 
attend to, if the Lord teach us not. Now when we, 
by theſe and other proper means have learnt the moſt 
uſeful method, let us in general, (whatever a parti- 
eular occaſion may ſeem to demand, ) reſolutely hold 
to it, however unfaſhionable, or what ſuch as ſeek 
the praiſe of great ones, wou'd call unpolite, I'm 
very ſenſible the modiſh way of preaching in this 
degenerate and nnhappy age, is very different from 
that, which, upon due conſideration will be found 
moſt profitable; but a faithful miniſter will have no 
time to heſitate concerning his own duty, when he 
finds the faſhion or applauſe of men, and the good 
of immortal ſouls ſtand in competition with each 
other, Bas Feat 6th, 
See this more, and much better treated, in Dr. 
Watt's humble Attempt, Cc. p. 54—63. 
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6th, Let us make it appear we are ſalilſul, by 
taking up, and duly improving all the time our ſitu- 
ation and circumſtances will allow, in preparing for 
the ſervice of the ſanQuary ; i. e. in preparing our 
diſcourſes for the pulpit. As *tis wrong to be em- 
ploy'd, unneceſarily, in worldly affairs, or to take 
up our time in trifling amuſements ; ſo it is certain- 
ly wrong to take rp our time, or thoughts, with 
ſtudies, or books, which are really uſeſul, and even 
neceſſary, on proper occaſions, to the negle of this 
great, chief part of our work, I well know, if we 
conſult and confer with fleſh and blood, * we ſhall 
find it plauſible and agreeable enough, to take up the 
whole week (i. e. as much of it as we devote to read- 
ing and ſtudy) in turning over this or the other va- 
luable author, and let the Lord's-Day take care for 
itſelf, But if we conſider that part of our duty 
laid before us in our text,—to give every one his por- 
tion in due ſeaſon ; and the neceſſity, in order to this, 
of conſidering the ſtate of our people, and what will 
be moſt likely to profit their precious ſouls; the barren- 
neſs, darkneſs, and diſſatisſaction, with which their 
minds will be loadgd by our impertinent, unmean- 
ing, and, too often, unſcriptural ſtuff, the almoſt, 
neceſſary effect of entering the pulpit without due 
preparation by cloſe ſtudy; and add hereto the moſt 
awful curſe denounced againſt ſuch as do the work. 
of the Lord deceitſully or negligently,F we ſhall fee 
it neceſſary to practiſe felf-Jdental in this caſe, and 
to lay aſide every other work of this nature, how- 
ever entertaining and delightful, ſo far as it deprives 
us of ſuitable time and opportunity for this, I can't 
think any here are of the number of thoſe who think: 
a mifiiſter ought not to ſtudy his diſcourſes 4 ; 
FY | e 


* Gal. i. 16. + Jer. Aiü, 10. Margis, 
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Otherwiſe 1 wou' d aſk Fru, Ought not your people 
to meditate on your diſcourſes, that they may be 
uſeful to them after they have heard them? If fo, 
ought not you and I, to deliver ſuch diſcourſes to 
them as they can meditate on? Are not theſe ſuch 
diſcourſes as are clear, connected, regular, and me- 
thodical? Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, is it poſſible to 


perſuade a finding being, that ſuch diſcourſes as 


theſe, can, in a conſtant way, be deliver'd, as well 


without as with ſtudy? Surely not, If we ſpeak, 


are not we commanded to ſpeak as the oracles of 
Cod? Does not the exhortation imply that we 
fearch and compare what we deſign to ſay, with thoſe 
oracles ? Has the Lord promiſed to ſhew us the mean- 
ing of his own oracles any other way ? But the caſe, 
I hope is to plain to you my brethren, to need any en- 
largement upon it. I ſhall only add, on this point, 


if we are faithful miniſters of Chriſt, we ſhall think 


it our duty to lay aſide the moſt entertaining and va- 
Juable authors, and whatever is dear and delightful, 
if not indiſpenſibly neceſſary, in order to prepare for 
that ſolemn and important work, with the due man- 
gement whereof, are ſo nearly connected, the good 
f our fellow creatures, and the honour of our Lord 
and' Maſter. 5 
7th, Our #delity ſhould appear in giving exhorta 
tion, admonition, reproof, &c, to thoſe with whom 
we are concern'd, without reſpect of perſons, or, 
what the apoſtle calls, preferring one before ancther, 
and. acting by partiality. F Let us all remember with 
what ſolemnity the great apoſtle charged Timothy, 
and us in him, before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the elect angels, with * to this. And let 
us not forget, how much the glory of our bleſſed 
- Re 


2 1 Per, kr. 11. Tz Tim, v. 20, 21, ; 
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Redeemer, and the credit of his cauſe, may be in- 
jur'd by neglect in it. And perhaps few parts of our 
duty are more difficult. Is there a rich perſon, or 
one who pretends to, and perhaps is really poſſeſt of, 
ſuperior wiſdom, to what is found in chriſtians in 
common ? O ! how hard, when duty requires it, to 
ſay, with the meeineſs of a chriſtian, the freedom of 
a brother, and the authority * of a miniſter, my 
brother you've done wrong, You ought to act others 
wiſe, Ke. Let it muſt be done, if we will faithful 
diſcharge our duty. If chriſtians in general, wk 
more miniſters in ſpecial, ought to watch leſt any 
man fail of the grace of Cod; or leaſt a root of bit» 
terneſs grow up, and many be defiled F And it be- 
hoves us to conſider that by how much a perſon who 
oftends, or walks diſorderly, is ſuperior to others, 
whether in worldly poſſeſſions or intellectual endow- 
ments, by ſo much, his behaviour will have the more 
extenſive influence, aud ſo will be more defiling and 
pernicious, While this ſhou'd awaken all who are 
thus railed a little above common chriſtians, e/peci- 
ally, to ponder the path of zheir feet; it ſhou'd 
teach you and me, my dear brethren, to rebuke, 
however great or wiſe, if we perceive it neceſſary, 
and that with a/l authority, join'd with that meek neſs 
of diſpoſition, which is peculiarly neceſſary on ſuch 
occaſions, and which will naturally be productive of 
thoſe /o/? anfewers, which turn away wrath. \ 

8th, Let our fidelity appear by that impartiality, 


ſincerity, and diſregard to all pre-conceiv'd 1.0tions, 


with which we always apply ourſelves to the ſacred 


ſcriptures, in order to undeiſtand and preach 44 


truth as it is in Jeſus, Whenever we duly conſider 
the very important circumſtances which attend our 
ſearch» 


Tit. ü. 18. 1 Heb. xi, 15. { Prov, xv. 1. 
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ſearching and preaching the word of the eternal 
God, and the conſequences of doing or not doing it 
as we ought, we can't but be convinced that the 
molt . — and ſacred reverence for that great 
being whoſe word it is, ought to take full poſſeſſion 
of our minds; and that it is peedful to lift up our 
hearts to him, to baniſh far from us every thing which 
diſpoſes to trifling and impertinence, Becauſe this is 
perhaps the molt important, and yet the moſt diffi- 
cult part of a miniſter's work, I atk leave to ſuggelt 
to my young brethren, a few words, both by way 
caution and advice, 

Iſt. Caution, Beware leſt any thing influence or 
bias your minds to embrace or reject, any ſentiment 
without due conſideration ; eſpecially if it be a ſenti- 


ment which affects, or hath a near relation to the 


fundamentals; either of our faith or practice. May 
1 be allowed to hint at two or three of the things 
which are too apt thus to influence our minds? Your 
meditations, 1 doubt not, will ſupply you with many 
more, 

iſt, It's being embrac'd by many or by few, ſhou'd 
not lead us to embrace, or to reject it. Tis general - 
'ly moſt agreeable to our proud minds to follow the 
multitude, But here we ought to exerciſe ſelf-denial 
tl we ſee ſufficient reaſon for it, Let us not forget 
#he way is broad which leads to deſtruction, (a way 
perhaps I may ſay, conſtituted by errors in principle 
and practice,) and many go in thereat* Yet as 
even among the multitude, there are ſome things 
right, let us reject nothing, how many ſoever main- 
tain it, without dne dehberation, and juſt reaſon, 
On the other hand, it's being embraced only by a 
few, can be no ſubſtantial evidence in it's favour, 


Some 


* Matt, vii, 13. 
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some have, either from an affectation of ſingularity, 


or from ſome other cauſe or cauſes, maintain'd re- 
diculous whims, and even pernicious errors, almoſt 
in oppoſition to the whole world, * But difregard- 
ing, (ſo as to be led by them) the one and the other 
let us tothe law and to the teſtimony. Nor ' 
ad. Shou'd any ſentiment be rejected, becauſe ſome 
bad men embrace it; or receiv'd, becauſe ſome great 
and good men believe it. There are many who hold 
the truth, believe it, and diſpute for it, yet live in 
unrighteouſneſs. 4 I think all the truths in God's 
word are capable of demonſtration as to the truths of 


them, to the reaſon even of a carnal man, who will 


impartially conſider the evidence with which they are 
accompanied ; and would be rediculous to deny the 
being of a God, becauſe the Devil believes it ? 
jult ſo rediculous to reject any thing advanc'd by the 
vileſt of men without ſcripture evidence againſt it. 
Nor ought we to embrace any ſentiment becauſe we 
know many good and great men, who embrace and 
maintain it. We who are young, ought certainly to 
pay great deference to the judgments of good and 
great men; and if we find their views of the word 
of God, to agree with ours, it may be a confirma- 
tion to us, that we are in the right. But let us not 
forget, the beſt of men may err,—And remember 
too, there are few heads of controverſy, wherein 
ſome great and good men are not contrary-minded to 
one another, We mult then to the law and to the 
teſtimony. It may be added here, that however arm 
and poſitive good men have been, or are, in vindica- 
tion of a ſentiment, tis no infallible proof that the 
ſeatiment is according to truth, We may hope _ 
ave. 


* An inſtance may be ſeen in Theudar, Als v. 36. 
9 Rom. i. 18. 
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have deſerved this character, who have yet diſcovered 
too much weakneſs in aſſerting, and very vehemently 
contending for ; what, when well examined, proved 
to have but little foundation in the ſcriptures of truth. 
. But as I hope, we all deſire to regard a © ru 
.$AITH THE Lo&D,” more than the greateſt de 
of aſſurance and poſſitivity in one of our fellow crea- 
tures : I would only here ſay, while we pay all due 
regard to them, we ſhou'd in fidelity to our dear 
Lord, till 7e the law and to the teſtimony. 
3d. Nor is it a certain proof that a ſentiment is 
unſcriptural, becauſe there are great, and to me, in- 
ſoluble difficulties relating to it, or propounded by 
another concerning it. It is very certain, that we 
ought to labour to remove or ſolve every difficulty 
relating to any thing we maintain, if poſſible ; and 
that what is attended with the feweſt of theſe, is moſt 
likely to be the truth: But tho' we can't ſolve them, 
tis no proof they can't be ſolv'd by another. Or if 
none we can find, be able to give us intire ſatisfac- 
tion therein, we ought by no means ſtill to give up 
the ſentiment, if 'tis aſſerted and maintain'd in ſcrip- 
ture. The art and ſubtlety of the devil, the com- 
mon adverſary of truth, and the vanity of the minds 
- of men, are amazing, and, to us, unſearchable; and 
a perſon influenc'd and led by them, who has a to- 
lerable ſhare of what is commonly called wit, may 
make ſtrange work, if attended to, in oppoſing even 
the moſt plain and moſt obvious truths. By adher- 
ing to him we may give up the very fundamentals of 
religion, and be able to hold fait nothing, except 
either Atheiſm or Scepticiſm. I might add, tho' theſe 
objections ſeem tobe founded on ſome texs of ſcripture, 
which are evidently, of doubtful import, (for upon 
plain and expreſs ſcripture, nothing can be found- 
ed againſt the truth,) they are not Riu —— to 
aks 
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ſhake our minds with regard to what is in other places 
plainly expreſt, or neceffarity implied. As we ſthou'd ' 
endeavour to remove every difficulty, ſo we ſhou'd 
endeavour to underſtand and reconcile thoſe paſſages 
which ſeem (none are really) oppoſite to one another. 
But perhaps we may diſpair of doing the one or the 
other, ſo as to ſilence all oppoſers, be our ſentiments 
ever ſo ſeriptural, until we have a perfect knowledge 
of all the devices and ſtratagems of Satan; —of all 
the deceit and vanity of the human heart—and of 
every part of the ſacred ſcriptures; which, in this 
imperfe& ſtate, tis vanity to expect. I aſk leave to 
conclude this point in the words of Dr. Watts.“ 
* In every ſacred truth (ſays he) that is reveal d to 
« us, a plain evidence, and full aſſurance, that God 
te hath ſaid it, ſhou'd be a ſufficient anſwer to a 
e thouſand objections made againſt it.“ 

4th. Nor becauſe we are unable to comprehend 
hw = things can be, by our reaſon, is it any 
proof they really are not. We none of us need be 
inſorm'd that there are numberleſs truths, even in 
the kingdom of nature, which we are conſtrain'd to 
own, yet to pretend to account tor them, wou'd be 
an argument of the higheſt degree of arrogancy and 
ſelf · conceit. And many are the truths of the goſpel, 
of which the ſame may be ſaid. There is no truth 
of moment but hath ſufficient evidence of its being 
truth, attending. it. But in moſt, the bleſſed God 
requires us to credit his word, and believe and main- 
tain (as cis right we ſhou'd) without aſking, ** How 
{© can theſe things be? We can't faith/ully exa- 
mine and ſearch the ſcriptures, but we fthall find this 
remark abundantly verify'd; I need not now men- 
tion inſtances. I therefore haſte to a 
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— 


. Daoitg of Trin, p. 254 


(.50 ) 


2d. Caution. Let us beware of that pride which 


forbids an ingenuous retractation of an error, when 
by diligent ſearching the ſeriptures we have found 
it.to be ſuch. As we are fallible, it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe we are in many _— miſtaken, creatures; 
and if we faithfully and diligently read the ſcrip- 
tures, 'we ſhall be gaining farther diſcoveries of truth, 
and, in things more abſtruſe at leaſt, may ſee rea- 
ſon to own we . have been miſtaken. Now if are not 
aware in ſuch a caſe, our common enemy, and our 
proud minds will join to perſuade us to torture and 
wreſt the ſcripture, to make-it ſpeak what the Lord 
never intended in it, rather than ſtand. corrected by 
it. But how far ſuch behaviour is contrary to that 
fdelity we now ſpeak of, I need not take time to 


make appear. Let us then watch againſt this as a 


very great evil, To this I might add, as much of 
the ſame nature, a 
3d Caution, i. e, Beware of going to the bible 


with a ſcheme of doctrines already form'd, which 


you are determin'd not to break, It is certain, we 
can't receive that which is inconſiſtent with, or con- 


trary to, what we are already perſuaded is true. But 


we {hould remember the ſcheme we have form'd, 
conſider'd as a ſcheme, is but human, and ſome parts 
of it may be wrong. Therefore 'tho' we. ought by 
all means to hold faſt every part of it, till we fee it 


. ſufficiently refuted ; yet the thought of making it a 


ſtandard; for our interpretations of ſcripture, ought 
to be abhor d. Rather let every pre-conceiv'd notion 


— to thus ſaith the Lord, and let us conſtantly 
a 


bour to preſerve ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, as to 
be mln, yea deſirous, to receive further light, for, 
or againll, or any way relating to, any point already 
embrac'd upon a new application to the ſacred ſcrip - 
tures ſor inſtruction. Nor is there any thing in ſuch 
| | 2 


1 
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a procedure, contr; y to,that eſtabliſhment of mind, 
with which we ougſu 19 3% f the form of ſeund 
words, ſo far as appear to be ſo; and contend 
for the. faith, (io far as v know . wal once 
deliver d fe 1 c On the other „if xe 
are enlay' t 1 which, thro' ſer- 
vile fear 14 * or * ell · conceit, we are de- 
termin'd not to break; cem to take an effectual 
method to keep, e 1 v.d. in ignorance, and 
Pq ige ourſelyes to wreſt ſome p- — 4 ſcriptore 

Wy it's more Gmple;and direct .1 hope 
ih is freedom will be. excul; d, when 'tig; — 2 

1 addreſs. myſelf to my young brethren, only, and 
conſider myſelf under the wes obligations, et 
this lead us to a word of advice. 

Advice iſt. When we apply to che word of God. 

and would clearly and faithfully handle. any part, of 
it, let us propoſe ſy ch queries to PEE Fonſcienges 


relating to it, as may. naturally lead; a, its, genuine 
ſenſe,, and mon natural import. h as follow may 
perhaps. hot be 'jmpropen,, viz. Can Ind. no ſenſe 
more . agreeable to the whole: 

None more agreeable to the ede and following 
context! To the ſcope, and deſign of "epiltle, 
chapter, passend Aha 1 do, — 2 70 [ placcs 
of 2 my Am. I. ed to,zake 
this Tenſe, by prej ate or. 0 again — Hove 
ſcheme of ſentiments g & Were: l e party, 
or of no party, do 1 ctrl ahi, won d 
then appear moſt natural? Are the in Le ly 


and Fairly deduced from this ſenſe of the e 44 | 


tural ? Have 1 ſolid arguments w ereby.to deſęnd 
both he ſeuſe [49 the 1 inferences A kde e from, it, 
if any, 215 3 Wha an be objected 
an wer thoſe e tter than vin · 
n theſe — 

ſuc 
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ſach queries fincerely to our own minds, and lift up 
aur hearts to the Lord for wiſdom, we may bumbl, 


— TY 


2 
3 


hope to be kept hear the truth, | 
Advice 5d; Let the doctrines we maintain have 
their foundation iu, and be naturally deduced from, 
ſome plain ſcripture, without" being oblig'g to fly t 
ſome ure or other, in order to plaicare them. l 
is too evident to be deny'd by men of underſtanding 
who have carefully rend the bible, that it abound 
ech. great variety of ' rhetorical figures; and theſ. 
if uſed and applied with” underſlanding, wilt bott 
illuſtratẽ many [eg embelliſh our diſcourſes 
and in this refpet amy PILE uſeful; bu 
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no ſerĩpture which can't be open C W²hout ein, ta 
dy any means be a foundation for any doctrine what 
ſoever. The plain reaſon is, becauſe we can't faſe 
explain any ſuch text, without ſome more plain one 
with which to compare it. If we attend not to thi 
de luxvriance of fancy, may be indulged much to 
far; even till it be attended with dangerous cvnſe 
quences: for as it will be no hard taatrer*ro-inve! 
a figure, whereby to explain ſuch paſſages if we k 
not 1egulated' herein by ſome plain ones, the fenſe « 
which can't Hell be miftook, we ſhall eafily be le 
- away from the doctrines of the bible, and the inven 
tions and ſuncies of men; rather than the uherrin 
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«Advice 38. L ſbith fe ul de uteri) to· Kr ap 
©" ſome plain propbſitions and evident truths, as a kin} 7. 
of 4/hantr at leaſt, in our inquiries concerning 4. 
thers, which may be more liable to diſpute; an & 
* compare the Jatter and more abſtruſe, with the fo 
mer and more plain, *I'thay hint at a few of theſe, er 
1. Whatever is, in ;tfelf, of natural totiſeqnence} 4 
© contrary to, or any way inconſiſtent 8 4 
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TURE ACCOUNT of the divine perfe&ions muſt be 
falſe. I think we ſhould labour to have a clear i 


hs i + 


5 and ommniſcience — his 90 poq r, 
goodneſs, juſtice, holineſs, truth, &c. And when 
ue are ſati:fied as to what the ſeriptire ſpeaks of 
theſe” attributes, we may venture to reject . 
is contrary, . 
A4. Ts alſo evident,” T think, that whatek 
: plainly and poſitively aſſerted i in ſeveral parts of f 
ture, Vet not plainly den eny ·d in any part. mult 
true; and on the other hand, what ſexĩpture no 
where aſſerts, yet many places of 3 ic, expreſsly deny 
; — if expreſsly deny d bot in one place, it) muſt be 
falſe: an til whatever difficulties. may ariſe iran 
more obſcure, or donbtful parts, or Whatever may 


ſuggeſted o . Her * $8, ee of 


8 e l. e tit 4. 1 Py os | 33 

* „121 N 10421 137 enz: | 

8 * T5 may. be 225 Mat a for peril . of | 
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Ws 7 1775 75 the e c 25 the common 
Hof interpreting ſcripture, vie, "eonfdring t 3 
and intent / the writer —the. meaning: ambiguity, 
"Oc, of the termsg—the context, parallel texts, &c. 
may elp to" reconcile them. — In the latter, we 
examine the arguments on both fider, and the texts on 
Us hich _ — founded in the manner juſt} now men- 
fond, hen embrace that peed ſeems mii p- 
KY; we . #4 iber light, 1 
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zd. "Tis evident that one ; of 91 doftring 
which oppoſe each ther, can't be reconcil'd 
* e be tlie, pq pur is one, 10 is bis 

be can never. cohtradift himſelf, Whateßer 
bevrig? Fo 9140 maintain, Which, evidently contradifs 
ſome other doarine” maintain'd by us, Q don't fay, 
which another tells nie does ſo) mult- be given up, 
as an error, or the other contradicted by it, acknow- 
* to be fo, till we ſee ſome poſſible way to recqu- 


1 Wh atever doth. pak in itſelf, and. i in all 5ts 
nee e urally y lead to, and, above 
lt 74 Joggen 1 0 it, tend to promote, 
1 univerſal hdligeſs,: both in eart and life, muſſ be 
"Falſe. "Without. holi neſs no man can ſee ibe Lord; * 
and the apoſtle aſſures us that. if any man teach of 
wiſe than that dedrine ieh j is. 7 to  godlindſe 7. 


"be is proud, knowin not hing, 
dal. 128 Whatever Tarps is is 58 is ch 2 
ndr of 6ur D d ant etra 


,and worth of his life and death, and the kale. Ka 
Afreeneſi of that ſalvation 2 8 out by him, ac- 


. cording (I don't fay to my, bu W ac- 


como} theſe,' mult of nece| . Chrift, 
"the bleſſed apoſtle 15 is only. oundation, 
; and” wo man 5 lay any 1. Kad ur Redeemer 


' Hinaſel tells us 10 br Sr come. 19 1 e Father 1 f 
him. * Now as theſe and, many ſeriptüfes, Which 
ran tlie fame language, have: ſo immediate a reſet- 
to 7% tings h accompany 'ſalpation 34 as 
our — woe of happineſs, depend fo immediate / 
upon our regard, or diſfefard to them, we ought to 
 confider their molt obyious and natural i ure with 
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all poſſible ſeriouſmeſs; and all our preaching ſhould 
harmonize and corteſpond therewith,-' I proceed to a 
gth, Evidence of our fdelity in the ſacred work 
of the miniſtry, and the laſt I ſhall mention, viz. In 
ſtripping from all difpui/es and entanglements, in 
clearly and fairly ſtating, and boxeftly and folialy 
vindicating, thoſe truths, which we have found to 
be ſuch by ſearching the ſacred word of God, 
Fairly ſtating them; that is, laying aſide all ambi- 
guous terms, and ſpeaking, if ble, that none 
can miſunderſtand. Let not a fear of being counted 
an heretic, lead us perpetually to diſguiſe our ſenti- 
ments in words without meaning, or in words of a 
double meaning; ſo as that we can't be clearly un- 
derſtood ; but, if poſſible, let the ideas which are 
imprinted on our own minds, be imprinted, as we 
ſpeak them, on the minds of all who hear us. "Then 
ſhall we ſpeak as iaſtructors in Chriſt:“ but how. 
can we otherwiſe anſwer the character, or deſerve | 


the name ? I own ſeveral things may be ſaid, and 


thoſe of ſome importance, while yet our ſentiments. 
in many points, which the ſubject we are upon, na - 
turally leads us to mention, are kept out of ſight. 
But tho? many may be amuſed with they ſcarce know 
what, and perhaps ſeveral ways affected, yet many 
who know and regard what they hear, (which all 
ought to do) will be conſtrain'd to own they are 
very little inſtructed or edified by this way of preach- 
ing. It might be added, many ſeruples, which per- 
haps I need not now mention, relating to themſelves, - 
the miniſter, and the truths of God, will hereby na- 
turally, and almoſt neceſſarily, take poſſeſſion of, and 
perplex their minds, | | Nor 


® x Cor. by, 15. Þ} See more hints to this purpoſe; ing 


what I mention as the firſt evidence of a miniſter's , . 


dom. 


= * . 


"RD. # 2, 1 
Nor is it ſufficient that we ſpeak plain, and labour 
to. make every one underſtand, us, while we fate a 
doctrine, and explain the phraſes, which are general - 


ly uſed as relating to it, &c. but, let us alſo manifeſt 


our fidelity by giving ſolid, fair, and ſcripture proof 
of the doctrine thus ſtated,- in the ſenſe and phraſes 
thus explained, Take care not to deviate from this 
particular ſenſe of the phraſe or phraſes, without 
giving particular notice of it to the people, ſo long as 
we enlarge on this ſubject. Very numerous are the 
inſtances, which might be mention'd, could it be 
imagin'd neceſſary, wherein, on account of the am- 
biguity of words, we may miſtake here, And I am 


very much miſtaken if ſome warm perſons (I wou'd 


hope not lying in wait to deceive * but from ſome 
other motive,) have not wounded the credit of chriſ- 
tianity—perplexed the minds of their hearers—ſug- 
geſted very unſcriptural ideas of divine things—ren- 
der d their labours leſs ſucceſsful, &c; by this very 
męans. But we have. ſaid, we ought not only to 
obſerve, and keep to, the ſame ſenſe of terms, &c. 
but that the point /ated and expreſt in theſe, be 
clearly and fairly vindicated, Here let us note, that 
44. J think,” —“ I'm fully perſuaded” — I'll venture 
to affirm”— © I'm-poſitive”—< It is very certain, 
&. will be of very. little weight in the caſe, with ſuch 
as. deſire in all things to. be directed by the ſacred 
oracles. As therefore, without ſtating divine truths 
fairly and clearly, we can't expect to inſtrud ; ſo, 
without clear and ſolid; ſcripture proof of what we 
aſſert, we can't expect to e/tab/i/h, the minds of our 
hearers, any more than honour our Redeemer, by 
contending earneſtly ſ with the ſword of the ſpirit, for 
the ſaith once deliver d to the ſaintr, Theſe few 

| | brief 


v £pb, iv. 14. + Jed. v. 2. 


(57 
brief remarks, I ſeave to the conſideration of my 
dear young brethren, earneſtly deſiring they may be 
ſome way uſeful, tho' it be but to the youngeſt or 
weakeſt of us; and as I fear, I've: already been too 
tedious, I only wou d offer one word of admonition, 
and conclude. .  : - (5440 It to 1 | 4 
Admon. Let us never forget that we are, very ſoon, 
to give an account of — This will be 
an awful day, and we are haſting to it. Let us la- 
bour to impreſs it on our.conſciences; let us pray 
that it may influence our minds. Let us meditate up + 
on it from day to day, Let us labour to bring this 
day near, and to realize the work and proceſs of it 
to our view. Every one of us muſt give account of 
—_— to God. * We muſt all appear before the 
judgement . ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad, F Let the thoughts 
of what is contain'd in theſe and ſuch paſſages, be 
our companions in the cloſet and in the pulpit, —in 
our families, our viſits, and every part of our beha- 
A word to chriſtians in general. 
-I am deſired to add a word to the people: let the 
few following hints ſuffice. PSA | 
There are two things of infinite importance for 
every human being, who wou'd not periſh-eternally, 
to be practically and experimentally acquainted with: 
viz, converſion and growth in, grace. I he former, 
in order to be deliver d from endleſs woe; and the 
latter, in order that a perſon acquainted with the 
former, may glorifie him who hath call'd him out of 
darkneſs: into bit marvellous light ;+ that he may 
give a proof to others of his being thus call'd; and 
| | in 
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in order to have a more clear and ſatisfactory evidence 
of it, in his own mind. The former (converſion) 
includes in it—humiliation for, and an entire turning 


of the heart from, all known fin ; both fin of the be- 


haviour, of the tongue, of the thought, of the 
temper, and of the deſire; both of omiſſion and 


commiſſion.— An humble acknowledgment and 


confeſſion of it, and a ſuing to God for pardoning 
mercy F—— A believing. or truſting, =vbo/ly in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or what he has done and ſuffered 


for etherwiſe loſt ſinners, in order to attain and en- 
joy this pardon. 5 And an. intire giving up of the 
heart to God, in every known duty, i. e. with a re- 


{lute determination thro' grace to perform them; ſo 
as no longer to conſult my own will, eaſe, or ſecular 
Intereſt ; no longer to aſk what is cuſtomary or faſhi- 


onable ; not doing ſame, and neglecting osber, known 


commands; not obſerving what J call great, and 


neglecting what J call little, but in all things, at 
all times, toſay, Lord what woulaſt thou have me to 
do? || and. when this is known, to haſte to the perfor- 
mance of it. 1 Let the texts referr'd to, with multi- 
tudes of like import, be examin'd, and it will appegr 
ſufficiently plain, that. nothing ſhort of this is that 
converſion without which there is no ſeeing the 


"kingdom of Cod; and that whoever takes up with 


any work ſhort of this, whatever he has, is, or does, 
beſide, he is in the gall of bitterneſs and the bond of 


| #niquity + and if he hopes to be happy hereafter, 


while this work is not wrought in him, he is, by thoſe 


hopes 


* P/alm cxix, 3. 1 John iii. 2, 7, 8, 9, zel. 
xviii. Prov. xx. 13. + Prov. xxviti. 13. Luke xviil, 
11— 15. 1 John i. 9, 10. & Ads xiii. 38, 39. Rom. 
iii. 25, 26. Acts ix. 6. 1 John iii. 7-10. Luke 
xv. 26. 33. H. exix. 5, 6, 35, 12, · 8. 5 
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hopes, mort ſecurely and effectually deluding his pre» 
cious immortal ſoul, and dreaming himſelf into ever- 
laſting burnings. | JT. 

Should any one, already poſſeſt of the change ſuch 
a work implies, having already partook of the divine 
nature, ſolicitous to make ſpeedy advances, in the 
divine life, alk, «© How may I increaſe in the grace 
Cod, and grow up into my living head Chriſt 
Feſas in all things.” Perhaps, of the many anſwers 
by way of direction which might be given, none 
is more ſimple, more direct, and better ſuited 
to the capacities of all who aſk this queſtion, than 
that contained in the memorable words of the prophet 
Ifaiah, “ They that avait upon the Lord ſhall 
renew their firength, The words imply, —that the 
perſon to whom tuey directly belong, is already poſ- 
ſeſt of ſome divine or ſpiritual irength ; otherwiſe 
it won'd have been ſaid the Lord thall give them 
ſtrength, rather than they ſhall rezew it. Nothing 
can be renew'd; which does not firſt exit. That 
there's a deſire, as well as neceſſity of this'ftrength 
being renew'd ; not only becauſe to defire this, is 
vatural to ſuch as partake of divine grace in reality 
but alſo becauſe ' otherwiſe the direction here given; 
would be unneceſſary and in vain; which can't be 
ſaid of any word of God, —'T+ ſtrongly implied, 
2dly, that none but the bleſſed God, the author of 
this ſtrength is able to increaſe it, This concurs 
with many other ſcriptures; to teach us, that, not 
ourſelves, but the Lord, is as well the fuiſher as the 
author, both of faith and every other grace; and 


ss therefore with peculiar emphaſis tiled, the Cod of - 


all grace. t athly, We are here taught too, that we 
have no reaſon to expect ſtrength from God, without 
; : waiting 


Jai. xl. 31. 


+ 1 Pet. v. 10. 
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avaiting upon him for it, If then our ſouls are weak, 
we may expect they ſhall continue ſo, while we are 
_ negligent in this work, It may be replied, and it 
will readily be granted, that the word rene, moſt 
naturally implies that the firength of the perſon for 
whom theſe words are written, is in ſome meaſure de · 
cay'd: A perſon may increaſe in ſtrength who is 
ſtrong already, and whoſe ſtrength hath not ſuffer'd 
any decay; but then he is not ſaid to renew, but to 
increaſe his ſtrength, ' The words therefore may moſt 
directly be applied to thoſe, 'who conſcious that their 
faith, hope, love to God; his word, ways, and peo- 
ple, and their other graces have formerly been more 
ſtrong, lively, and active, than they now are, cry, 
O that I uere as in months pat / Yet I think it 
mult be granted alſo, that thoſe who are acquainted 
with the life of godlineſs, tho* not ſenſible of any 
ſuch decay-as that now mention'd, are yet conſtrain'd 
to own, even from daily experience, that their minds 
often grow too dead and dull, as to the /ively exer- 
eiſe of their: graces; and that this is commonly, it 
not always, moſt effectually and ſenſibly remov'd, by 
waiting upon God, in his public or private ordi- 
nances, And I may further add, I ſuppoſe "cwill be 
allow'd by all, that whatever means are likely to be 
effectual to the renewal of ſtrength when decay'd, 
are as likely to be effectual to the increaſe of that 
ſtrength, tho' not decayed. Theſe things obſerved, 
and the truth of them taken for granted, I proceed 
to enlarge alittle on the words, with a latitude which 
may extend to the raiſing up again of the decay'd 
foul, —to the daily quickening of the ſoul in faith, 
life, and love,—and to the increaſe of grace in any 


of God's dear people, who deſire to obey their bleſſed 


Saviour's 


©... 


Job. xxix; 2. 
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Saviour's command, to grow: in grace,, * .and to be 
ſtrong in the grace 22 in Chriſt Feſus + Wou'd 
any, wou'd all of theſe, not only believe, but believe 
firmly, fo as in all tribulation, adverſity or diſtreſs, 
oppoſition or temptation, from world, fleſh, or Devit, 
or in any trials and afflictions more immediately from 
the unerring hand of the all-gracious and all- wife 

God? Wou'd they in every Rate be able to H them 
ſelves faſt by God, and to enjoy perfect uninterrupten 
feace, by keeping their minds lay d on bim t Would 
they not only pray in faith, but in /ul/ afſurance of 
faith ? F Would they not only /ove the Lord, but lore 
him ardently, ſo that none in heaven or carth are ab e 
to ſteal away their affe dions from him? Would they 
not only refoice, but rejoic@#always ; yea, be flſ id cui 
Joy and peace in believing ? Not only have a mea/urcs 
but a /arge meaſure of every grace; not only partake; 
but partake /argely of every branch of the chrittian 
temper, every fart of the divine nature? || Let them 
wait upon the Lord and they ſhall renew or increaſe 
their ſtrength in all theſe reſpects, or any other 
which may be mention'd. I may endeavour © 


rſt, To mention ſome of the ordinances in which 
we ſhou'd wait upon the Lord, and give a no: or 
two of advice concerning them, 


2d, Give a few general directions or advices relat 
ing to them all, 


_ Firſt, Prayer, That not only public and do- 
me lie, but alſo cloſet or private prayer, (a) is a duty, 
is ſo plain that I ſuppoſe it would be needlets to At- 
tempt proof of it, way who Tead and regard 2 

F 


q 2 Pet, iii, 18. + 2 Tim. ii. 1. 1 ſhi, xxvi. 3. 
y Jeb. x, 22, 2 Pet. i. 4. 5 Mat. vi, 6. 


S% 


bible. prayer taken in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, as diſtin. ¶ or 


, 


of duſt ;—ovr vileneſs, as ſinners ;—ſinners againt} 2 
* gur maker and preſerver, and him who hath heap-f ano 
ed temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings on our heads ;—ff the 


( 62) 
guiſhed from thoſe other addreſſes which a creature I we 


ought to pay to his Cod; ſuch as confeſſion, thankl. ¶ ge; 
giving, adoration, ſelf. dedication to the Lord, &c. lf cie 


1 fay, as diflinguilbed from theſe is no more than pe- vj 


titioning or aſking the divine being for thoſe bleſſings ¶ qu 
we ſtand in need of, and he has promiſed to give. pa; 


. But prayer taken in it'slargelt ſenſe, includes all theſe, ¶ tio 
and every other addreſs to the Lord. — It includes fa; 
adoration of God, by mentioning with ſacred reve. pra 
rence, his glorious perfections, as that he is eternal, Ch. 


aufer wiſe, holy, juſt, good, &c. and the giv 


s we have of his being poſſeſt of them; whether I or 


Proofs 

2 From. his word, or works; whether his works of crea · ¶ ſom 

tion, providence or grace; Whether what he hath whi 
*wrought for us, or others, in former or later ages; voic 


whether what our eyes have ſeen or ears heard of. an 
Confeſſion; of our meanneſs. as creatures form d aur 


ſinners in many reſpects, for many years. — Sinners an4 
too oſten, againſt light and knowledge, as well as read 
againſt amazing goodneſs and love; ſinners both in 
heart and life; in, deſire, intention, and thought; 
and by indulging criminal tempers of various kinds, 

Here we ought to conſider the extent and ſpirituality} . « 
of the divine law, the only infallible teſt of good mp 
and evil, and pray for enlightening, humbling grace, ifi 


that our hearts may be ſuitably affected with a ſenſef ra 


of the vile nature of our ſins, and the aggravating 
circumſtances attending them. Petition or men- 
tioning and imploring what we defire the Lord to 
bleſs us with. Whether deliverance ſrom preſent ot 
future evil in the world; whether natural, as po- 

vertj, 


ſin» 
[ture 
inkl. 

&c. 


n pe- 
Iings 
ET 
heſe, 
ludes 
reve- 
rnal, 
| the 
ether 
crea- 
hath 
ages; 
5. of. 
Tm'd 
zainſt 
heap- 
s 3— 
nners 
ell as 
"th in 
ght; 
kinds, 
uality 
good 
grace, 
ſenſe 
rating 
men- 
ard to 


ent or 


as po- 
vert), 


( 63 ) 
verty, bodily aſſlictions, &c. moral, as every kind 
of ſin; or, if not well perſuaded we are deliver'd, 
we have abundant need to pray without cea/ing, for 
deliverance from wrath to come; praying for mer- 
cies temporal or ſpiritual, for ourſelves or others ; 
whether our relatives, friends, neighbours, or ac- 
quaintance, Mankind in general; our kingdom in 
particular ; and the ſeveral orders, with. the men- 
tion or remembrance, ( as time and other circum. 
ſtances admit) of the ſeveral conditions, of thoſe we 
pray for. More particularly for all ſaints, aud for 
Chrilt's miniſters, of every degomination,——Thankſ. 
giving for mercies temporal or ſpiritual, to ourſelves 
or any others, we know any thing of. - Theſe are 
ſome of the parts of that prayer, in the practice 
whereof,. we ought on proper occafions. with our 
voices, and continually with our hearts, to wait up- 
on the Lord; and in doing which we fall rauen 
our flrangth. KEE | Wd I \ 
_ 2dly, Reading and hearing the word is as plainl 
another part of that waiting upon the Lord which 
the ſcripture calls us to. In reading; let the plain 
and experimental parts be eſpecially read, when we 
read imply tor devotion *®. and in order that our ſouls 


- * There's @ very plain difference between reading. 
kmply with this view, and reading with the eye of @ 
critit ſimply to enquire bat is truth; as we ought 
certainly to do, as capacity and other circumſtances 
will admit; but tit not my defign here to enlarge on 
that head Perhaps I may venture to ſay, without 
being guilty of a breach of modeſtly, that 'tis at leaſt 
poſſible, ſome of the more weak and ignorant of God's 
prople may get ſome aſſiſtance iu ibis wwork, by reading 
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( 64) 
may be ſtrengthen'd, wartm'd and quicken'd towards 
Cod. Ail who have capacity, not only may, but 
6 to read the more difficult or controverted parts 


of ſcripture, and eritically to examine their import; 


but many are not qualify'd for this. Perhaps it 
would be better for theſe at all times, and for others, 
at times ſet apart for devotion, to read thoſe which 
immediately, and without much thought or ſtudy, 
open themſelves to the mind, and affect the heart. 
Both in reading and hearing, pray for light from 


above, both that you may underſtand the word and 
improve it to your ſoul's advantage. Conſider what 


ſubject you read upon, or hear treated; is it ſome 


goſpel- truth; inquire,. Do I duly conſider the uſes 


to be made of this truth, to humble, enliven, com- 
fort, or awaken my ſonl, according to the tendency 


of it ? Is it a command? Think, Dol pay due re- 
gard to it? Am I not deficient, as to the principle 


from which, and the end te which, it ought to be 
perform'd ? Am I conſtant in it, forward to it, and 
hearty and diligent in it, as I ought to be? Is it a 
promiſe ? Am I comforted by it, do I make continual 
uſe of it to the end it is ſnired, to anſwer, with gra- 
ritude to him that gave it, as I ought to do? What - 
ever we read or hear, thus applying it to our own 
conſciences, whether we duly regard and improve it. 
to the end for which it was given, may tend, thro' 
# divine bleſſing, to the renewal or increaſe of our 
Frengtb.— As to bearing, more particularly take 
the following words of advice, added to what hath 
been ſaid on both. 


* 


& Tiltle piece publiſb d tus years ago, ufon Searching 
the Seri;-lures, | 
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iſt, When coming to the honſe of God, labour, 
by ſerious and cloſe meditation and earneſt prayer, 
that a ſenſe of the glorious perſections of that God 
whoſe word you hear, may be impreſſed on your 
mind. 2d, Labour by the ſame means to have a 
deep ſenſe of what the ſcripture ſays concerning that 
worſhip which alone God will accept, viz that per- 
form'd in ſpirit and in truth. zd, Alfrays, when 
going to hear, inquire into the preſent wants of your 
ouls, the greatneſs of theſe wants, the neceſſity and 
advantage of having them ſupplied from the God of 
all grace ; and pray earneſtly to have them ſupplied. 
4th, Meditate, when going to God's houfe, ' on 
his all-ſufficiency and willingneſs to help —his pro- 
miſes that he'will help, as recorded in his E 
and his faithfulneſs to fulfill thoſe promiſes; and 
plead theſe things with him in prayer for your own 
duls, that theſe promiſes may be fulfill'd to you, — 
th, Labour to have your mind com ; an 
wholly fixed on God; and in order to this, 'watc 
earefully over your eyes, ears and tongue. e 
on what you lost, of what you br, and to what 
Wu give ear, The eyes and ears are a kind of gates 
to the ſon}, and muſt be guarded, if we wou'd wait 
on God without diſtraction. Many bleſſings are loft 
in divine worſhip, by wand'ring thonghts ; wand'ring 
thonghts are oft the eſſect of wand ring eyes; there- 
fore keep a' conſtant - watch upon both eyes and 
ihoughts, both before, in, and after hearing —Laſtly, 
As all your help comes from above, pray earneſtly . 
that the Lord may prepare you for hearing, fix 
your-mind, and bleſs you in hearing; and keep you 
after hearing from loſing the benefit of what you 
have heard, That you may not loſe the benefit of 
bearing, mind where you come: remember you ne- 


- w acc s * 


4. 
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ver hear the-word, but the devil has a ſnare laid for 
you, to keep you. if poſlible from profiting by it. 
That he may not here accompliſh his deſign, get in- 


to a private place as ſoon as * and meditate and 


pray over what you have 

dly. Wait upon God in contemplation, or medi- 
tation, on ſpiritual ſubjects. This accompanied and 
mixt with what is called ejaculatory prayer, 22 
rw Tifting up the heart to God, in ſhort requeſts 
breathings, thou d be our daily, our cant inual work, 
u ech as poſhble. In order no do this mplt pro- 
oe obſerve, F 

it, It ſeems to me . medita- 

tion, at leaſt that work I now call ſo) may be ſaid 
to differ a little from ſtudy. Karey a fixing the 
ind upon. a ſubjec with intenſenefß, in order to 
ave a clear and diſlindt knowledge of it, and of the 
everal adjunds or circumſtances. relating to it, of 
= connected with i it: The contemplation, I 


ere recommend, is a turning the ſubjec 1 already 
W ſomething of, over in my mind, and applying 
elf,. or my.0wn R in order 
ps receive corafort, inſtruction, Ir diredi 
it, according to the nature of the f he el 
and my Preſent arcurſtanees. 


2 Obl. ad. Hence 1 al this 8 or cons 
E may be ſaid to ſerve the ſame end to the 


dug, which digeſtion does td the body. We may 
ſaid 2 in our ſpiritual food. by reading. hear 
ing, Kc. But it only yields real and proper nouriſh» 
ment to the ſoul, when thus 1 _ medi- 


aden and if ure. 1 


oc pd... This duty can't be.perforas'd to. nc 
vdvantage, any more than others, without the — 
| an 
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5 
and influences of the bleſſed ſpirit of God, 1 wou'd 
therefore give a word of advice with regard to this, 
1. Labour to have the mind as much as poſlible on 
a ſpiritual ſubject. Don't think unneceſſarily on the 
things of time and ſenſe.—In order to this, adly, 
Read every morning ſome portion of ſcripture, as 
ſoon as poſſible after riſing from bed, before other 


things croud into the mind; and take ſome particu- 


Jar verſe, ſentence, or clauſe, and fix it in the me- 
mory, that you may pray over it, and your thoughts 
may dwell upon it, in the manner, and-for the ends 
above hinted at, in every vacant moment throughout 


the day. Tis not eaſy to expreſs, nor even to con- 


ceive, the uſefulneſs of this practice, to any but thoſe 
who have made uſe of it. 3d, Cry with earneſtneſs 
to the Lord, that he may both enlighten and enliven 
your ſoul by your meditation, Pray the Lord to 
teach you how far, and in what reſpects, the ſubjett 
of your meditation belongs to you; and how yqu 


may make the beſt uſe of it for your increaſe in 
knowledge, comfort, and holineſs. 
Cou'd I here enlarge, I might give advice concern- 


ing waiting upon God in the ordinances or duties of 
falling, ſelf- examination, chriſtian- conference in pri- 
vate meetings, the Lord's ſupper, &c. But 1 muſt 


conclude with a few general exhortations relating to 
all ordinances. 


1. Attend to them conſtantly . How oft are we 


call'd upon in the word of God, to pray without 


ceaſing ;* to pray alway: ; 4 to pray every where 31 
and to continue inſlant in prayer; I think the very 


l:aft that can be intended by ſuch expreflions * 


1 Fieſt v. 17. + Lal. wü. 1. f 1 Tin. i. 
8. | Rom, Xii. 12. | ; BE 


Mat we embrace and improve every opportunity for 
praler. And the ſame with regard to other ordi- 
nances. Theſe are wiſdom' gates, at which they 
are bleſſed who wait daily ; * i. e. at every opportu- 
'nity. And there are few. periods of the lives of moſt 
perſons, but they may attend to one or another al- 
moſt conſtantly, if duly watchful and diligent, We 
may oft have an opportunity either for „ , hear- 
ing, prayer, converſation, or eſpecially ſelt-exami- 
nation, meditation, and ejaculatory prayer, This 
ve may often attend to in buſineſs and company; as 
it appears Nehemiah could, even in the king's pre- 
"ſence. F And by this means we ſhall imitate holy 
David, who not only waited on the Lord every day, 
but ali the day. | Ever employ'd in one or another 
of theſe parts of ſpiritual work, Bleſed are they 
{i.h the Lord, who watch at theſe gates, and wait 
at theſe door-poſts daily ; and one chief part of their 
bleſſedneſs is, hereby they grow in grace; they re- 
new, they increaſe their. ſpiritnal ftrength. 
d. Wait on the Lord humbly. This is undoubted- 
ly a time in which we ſhould pay very particular re- 
= to the repeated exhortation of ſcripture, & 
umble ourſelves before God ++ Nor can we be at 
a loſs for humbling conſiderations, if ue ſeriouſly 
reflect on what we are as to our originat ; duſt; — 
how ſunk by fin; ſo that we are not only duſt, but 
vile, abominable, ſinful duſt: Haw oft our fins have 
been repeated, by vain thoughts, evil defires, idle 
words, uſclets and even wicked actions. The privi- 
fees we have abuſed, the goodneſs we have lighted, 
and how litt e we have ſhewn Vorth the praiſes of him 
aut of rich, unmerited grace, hath called us rut of 


dark- 


Prov. viii, 34. 1 Neb ii 4. Pal, xv. 
S- tt See Jan. iv, 7, 10. 1 Pet. v. 6. 
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darkneſs into his marvellous light. * Theſe confidera- 
tions ſhould humble and a 
we are fo Rupified as to remain ſtill unaffeted and 
unhumbled, from theſe views of ourſelves, this ſhould 
be conſidered as an addition to them, and make us 
ſtill more to abhor ourſelves in duſt and aſher, F Let 
theſe things then, and thoſe of the like nature, be, 
at al times, efpecially when we come before God, 
fix'd in our minds; and whatever we wait for beſide, 
let our firſt, our conſtant prayer be, to be kept hum - 
ble, and vile in our own eyes, on account of fin ; 
always remembering that only ſuch as thus bumble: 
themſelves ſhall be exalted. 
zd. Wait on the Lord with deſire and expectation 
of a bleſſing from him. Too many alas ! it is doubt - 
ful, go to ordinances with no ſuch view as this, eſpe - 
oially public ordinances. Perhaps they go to them 
becauſe tis the cuſtom of their country or neighbour- 
hood,—it will fait for diverſion to paſs away a va- 
cant or idle hour, —in order to get the applauſe, or 
inſinuate themſelves into the affection, or eſteem, of 
ſome other perſon, —or perhaps, in order to atone 
and make amends for what hey call worſe actions, 
<nd with many other fach ends. * 
All theſe perſons, alas for them! give ſufficient 
proof, that the ſtate of their ſouls is indeed deplora- 
ble; and, that living and dying in this tate, their 
end will be inconceivably miſerable ! On the contrary, 
let all who-pretend to have taſted that the Lord is 
gratioxs,{ and would increaſe in grace, take care 
not to go to any ordinance with any other deſign than 
a * b N 8 iar che 


1 Pet. ii. 9. 6b, u. 6. . xvii, 
44. 1 Pet. ü. 2 15 $ * 1 


our minds; and if 
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the faints of old did;* viz, to await for the Lord. 
For Him, that he may come by the power of his 


grace, and ſubdue their corruptions, and ſtrengthen, 
revive, and quicken their ſouls. - Thus waiting on 
the Lord, they thall: enemy? they ſhall increaſe. their 
firength.. 

athly, Therefore wait on the Land 2 
Confidence i in the Lord is every way conſiſtent with 
humility and ſelf-abaſement, from a ſenſe of ſin. | And 
to perſons thus waiting ſer the Lord, the ſeripture 
gives abundant encouragement, thus to wait. with 
confidence, In that infallible. book, zhe/e-/ouls are 


exhorted to be of good courage, and aſſured that the 


Lord ſhall flreugthen their, teart in thus waiting 
upon him. 1 There, at once to direct and to en- 
courage theſe ſouls, the eternal Isuo vA vouchſafes 

to aſſure them, hey ſhall nat be aſhamed æube wait 


| for me 17 7 Shall not he aſbarned by being diſappoint- 


us. they Wait, on the Lord, ang you hal re- 

al or GTA our ſtrength. fit 
5thiy and Jaſtly, Mind where and upon what, this 
confidence is to be placed; upon Jesus CHRIST, 
Tis i bis, name, not on our 0n;agcoupt, or on account 
of any thing we do or can do; but in. his name, &. 
are we to aſk. and to receive theſe bleſſings. Here 
in a ſpecial manner, we ſhould determine to &9w 
nothing, regard nothing, depend, on nothing, but 
Jeſus Chriſt and bim cruci/edi|., He is the on Me- 
dial or between a ci n Godgand ſinſul creatures FF 


and *tis ofily. As a thro” hig'in, this capacity, that 

we can en 80 to, Ar receive any, ble wg from. 

che Oo tie whom we have ſo grievouſly offend- 

ed, 

..* 1 See Bfal vii. 7. P/ ,xxvii. 
EA fy® 7 + P/al; 
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ed.“ On him alene fix therefore the eye of faith 
continually, in waiting upon God; and in ſo doing 
you ſhall rene or increaſe your ſtrength, 

From theſe few hints it were eaſy to obſerve 1. One 
plain reaſon why ſo many profeſſors are ſo weak in 
grace; becauſe they wait fo little upon God—2, Why 
waiting on God is ſo little profitable to the ſouls of 
many, Is it not becauſe they are defective in, or pay 
not a due regard to, ſome of the things juſt now 
mentioned by way of direction? Examine and prove 
your 01 _ 3. The fin and folly of thoſe who 


neglect them, or are careleſs and trifling in them. 


Theſe evidently fin againſt God, by neglecting their 
own mercies,—4, The abundant encouragement the 
weakeſt may take, who applies to God for ſtrength 
in and by Feſus Chriſt, Let theſe know for their 
comfort, they ſhall not be ſent empty away, Only 
let them come conſtantly and beldly to the throne of 
grace, and they ſhall find mercy, and grace to beg 
in time of need. | 


@ Compare Rom. v, 2. Epb. ii. 13—22. With 
enultitudes of other places. 
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Beſides a few eſcapes in the punctuation, the reader is defired to 
excuſe and correct the following. Page 6. Reference, read Heb, 
v. 11. f 12. ref. r. Heb, xiii. 17. P. 13. ref. . Acts vi. 3, 6. p. 
18. ref. 1. Acts xx. — 30. p. 31. note, J. 6, dele it. p. 33. J. 4. 
r. variation, & ib. J. 7. r, ſame, p. 34. J. 22. r. him who gives. 
42. note, r. Watts's. p. 44. J. 16. r. too plain. p. 47. . 12.7, truth. 
P. ib. I. 15. 1. would. p. 48. l. 7. r. pofitivity. p. 50. J. 9. r. i we 
are. 
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